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To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  appreciation 
of  her  many  years  of  service  at  the  or¬ 
gan  of  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran  Church,  this 
Anniversary  Booklet  is  dedicated  to 
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Ordained  1933 

Richard  A.  Giessler 
Pastor,  St.  Paul’s 
Lutheran  Church 
Spring-field,  Ohio 
Ordained  1963 


The  History  of  St.  Mark's  Lutheran  Church 


Delving  into  the  early  history  of  our  church 
has  been  a  journey  into  the  past  for  it  is  more  than 
a  recording  of  mere  historical  facts.  As  someone 
has  said,  history  is  not  only  a  record  of  the  past, 
it  is  also  a  road  map  for  the  future.  In  this  his¬ 
tory  we  have  discovered  the  hopes,  ideals  and  vis¬ 
ions  of  the  pioneer  men  and  women  who,  motivat¬ 
ed  by  their  courage  and  resolution,  dared  to  dream 
of  a  Church,  even  in  the  face  of  hardships.  The  es¬ 
tablishment  of  St.  Mark’s  was  a  venture  of  pure 
faith  in  the  love  and  providence  of  God. 

St.  Mark’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  be¬ 
gan  its  history  with  a  meeting  in  May  1864,  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Bonnewitz  to  organize 
and  to  call  a  pastor.  (This  house  still  stands  on 
North  Jefferson  Street,  remodeled  by  Miss  Con¬ 
stance  Eirich.)  At  this  meeting  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bonnewitz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Hertz,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jonas  Mohler,  Mr.  John  F.  Hertz,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Exline,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Halderman. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Halderman  became  the  pastor 
of  the  Van  Wert  County  Parish  which  included 
Union,  Liberty,  Mt.  Zion,  Ridge,  St.  Mark’s,  and 
Salem.  Halderman,  although  licensed  by  the  Synod 
of  Northern  Indiana,  was  not  ordained  until  Aug¬ 
ust  21,  1864,  by  the  Wittenberg  Synod.  The  same 
day  the  Lutheran  congregations  in  Van  Wert 
County  were  accepted  into  the  Wittenberg  Synod 
from  the  Synod  of  Northern  Indiana. 

F.  J.  Bonnewitz  was  the  first  elder  of  St. 
Mark’s  ;  S.  B.  Hertz  was  the  first  deacon  and  also 
secretary  of  the  congregation.  The  first  services 
were  held  in  the  old  Court  House.  Then  for  about 
one  year,  services  were  held  every  three  weeks  on 
Sunday  afternoon  in  the  old  Presbyterian  Church 
on  East  Main  Street,  now  St.  Peter’s  United  Church 
of  Christ.  When  the  Presbyterians  asked  more 
rent,  “the  Lutherans,  being  weak,  it  was  thought 
best  to  return  to  the  Court  House  again  and  wor¬ 
ship  there.”  The  County  Parish  lasted  two  years 
and  in  1866,  St.  Mark’s  and  Salem  withdrew  and 
called  their  own  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Height  of 
Pennsylvania.  This  action  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Synod  and  St.  Mark’s  became  a  mission  station.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  Church  Council  in  the  Auditor’s 
office,  with  Mr.  Height  presiding,  it  was  decided 
to  rent  the  Melodian  Hall  at  $50.00  a  year,  and 
have  services  every  Sunday  morning.  The  Melod¬ 
ian  Hall  was  on  the  third  floor  above  the  present 
First  Federal  and  Loan  office.  Rev.  Height  re¬ 
mained  in  Van  Wert  only  eight  months. 

On  April  21,  1867,  a  congregational  meeting 
was  called  after  morning  service  and  “Sabbath 
School”  interest  were  discussed.  As  a  result  Sun¬ 
day  School  was  organized  and  J.  H.  Nail  was  elect¬ 
ed  Superintendent,  W.  T.  Exline,  Assistant  Super¬ 
intendent,  Dr.  C.  A.  Melsheimer,  secretary,  Jacob 
Fox,  treasurer,  and  F.  J.  Bonnewitz,  librarian.  The 


early  minutes  book  states  the  Sunday  School  offi¬ 
cers  elected  failed  to  call  a  meeting,  “consequently 
all  was  lost”.  No  more  mention  was  made  of  Sun¬ 
day  School  until  April  15,  1868,  when  Dr.  Mel¬ 
sheimer  was  elected  Superintendent;  Mrs.  Pris¬ 
cilla  Pennell,  Assistant  Superintendent ;  S.  B. 
Hertz,  Secretary;  and  John  Hertz,  Librarian. 

In  connection  with  St.  Mark’s  history,  we  see 
the  name  of  the  Rev.  Morris  Officer,  who  had  been 
a  missionary  and  had  founded  the  Liberian  Miss¬ 
ion  in  Africa  about  1860.  That  mission  was  under¬ 
taken  at  the  prayerful  entreaty  of  Rev.  Officer 
who  visited  individuals,  congregations,  and  synods 
in  behalf  of  what  he  believed  was  his  Godgiven 
work  in  Africa.  Ascending  the  St.  Paul  River  in 
Liberia,  he  saw  thousands  for  whose  conversion 
little  was  being  done  and  set  himself  to  the  task 
of  securing  a  tract  of  land,  erecting  a  log  cabin, 
and  opening  a  school  for  native  Liberian  children. 
The  tropical  climate,  however,  soon  forced  him 
home.  By  1864,  the  year  the  Van  Wert  Mission  was 
getting  started,  Mr.  Officer  decided  to  accept  the 
position  as  Home  Mission  Superintendent  for  the 
General  Synod.  Mr.  Officer  had  been  an  early  stu¬ 
dent  at  Wittenberg  College,  and  its  first  treasurer, 
and  lived  at  a  time  which  needed  his  type  of  or¬ 
ganizational  genius.  Fortunately  for  many  congre¬ 
gations  he  knew  the  value  of  giving  men  a  project. 
This  would  be  his  approach  in  Van  Wert. 

Our  congregation  owes  much  to  his  self-sacri¬ 
ficing  labor.  In  August  of  1867,  as  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Superintendent,  lie  requested  a  meeting  with 
the  councils  of  St.  Mark’s  and  Salem,  which  were 
still  mission  charges.  From  the  minutes  book  we 
learn  that  it  was  decided  to  postpone  any  active 
operation  until  a  missionary  pastor  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  ;  that  erecting  a  house  of  worship  was  un¬ 
der  consideration;  and  that  efforts  were  to  be 
made  to  raise  funds  for  this  operation.  The  aid  of 
the  Synod  was  sought  and  it  was  agreed  by  them 
to  give  aid. 

Rev.  Officer  visited  Van  Wert  often,  and  met 
with  the  Church  Council  in  Dr.  Melsheimer’s  drug 
store.  Mr.  Officer’s  journal  for  November  5,  1867, 
says:  “At  Van  Wert.  Had  a  meeting  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  men  tonight.  They  are  unwilling  to  accept  the 
brother  that  I  have  assigned  to  them  and  make 
another  effort  to  establish  a  church.  They  offered 
to  try  it  if  I,  would  become  the  pastor  and  they 
propose  to  subscribe  liberally  for  their  number  to 
assure  my  support.  I  feel  inclined  to  agree.  I  sym¬ 
pathize  with  these  dear  brethren.  Only  20  members 
here  and  a  few  in  the  country,  and  they  promise 
me  $500.00  towards  my  support.”  Mr.  Officer  re¬ 
ported  to  the  church  council  that  Synod  had  pledg¬ 
ed  to  aid  the  people  of  Van  Wert  to  build  a  church 
edifice  and  thought  $500.00  would  be  given  for  this 
purpose.  His  next  visit  here  was  Christmas  Day, 


1867.  The  discussion  was  whether  to  build  a 
church.  Two  days  later  it  was  decided  to  put  a 
“subscription  in  circulation”.  The  next  evening 
$2,625.00  had  been  raised.  Officer  says  “An  unusu¬ 
ally  good  subscription.  May  the  Lord  help  the 
brethren”.  “Still  at  Van  Wert — and  may  soon  de¬ 
termine  to  remove  there. — the  opportunity  for  use¬ 
fulness  seems  to  be  good — I  can  get  no  one  to 
come  that  I  think  could  succeed.  I  am  ready  to  de¬ 
cide  in  favor  of  coming  here.  If  this  would  be 
wrong,  may  the  Lord  in  His  goodness  show  it  un¬ 
to  me !” 

Plans  were  made  to  build  the  next  summer, 
and  they  extended  a  call  to  Mr.  Officer  to  come  as 
pastor.  He  promised  to  consider  the  matter.  He  re¬ 
turned  several  times — membership  meetings  were 
held — a  revised  constitution  was  read  and  accep¬ 
ted — a  building  committee  was  appointed:  Mr. 
Bonnewitz,  Mr.  Hertz,  Mr.  Fox  and  Dr.  Melsheim- 
er.  They  were  instructed  to  prospect  for  a  suitable 
church  lot,  consider  the  dimensions  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  and  receive  proposals  for  the  erection  of  same. 
On  January  26,  1868,  Rev.  Officer  was  elected  and 
he  accepted  the  call.  The  church  entered  upon  a 
new  period  in  its  history  and  was  again  meeting  in 
the  Court  House.  The  new  pastor,  his  wife  and 
three  children  moved  to  Van  Wert  on  March  19. 

1868. 


The  building  committee  agreed  to  build  a 
church  building  forty  feet  by  sixty-five  feet,  and 


Our  First  Church  Building 


bought  a  lot  for  $625.00,  which  was  the  south  half 
of  our  present  frontage  on  North  Washington  St. 
In  October  1868,  the  tower  and  basement  of  the 
church  were  dedicated.  By  August  22,  1869,  the 
church  was  finished  and  dedicated.  That  same 
weekend  the  Wittenberg  Synod  held  their  23rd 
Annual  Convention  at  St.  Mark’s. 

Pastor  Officer  did  not  see  the  completion  of 
the  building,  but  resigned  and  preached  his  last 
sermon  March  28,  1869,  at  which  time  thirteen 
new  members  were  added  to  the  mission  church, 
five  of  them  by  confirmation.  A  pastor  had  been 
secured  to  serve  St.  Mark’s,  and  the  next  Sunday, 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Wells  was  here  for  services.  He 
was  here  until  1871,  and  was  instrumental  in  get¬ 
ting  the  Lutheran  Book  of  Worship  adopted  by  the 
congregation.  Hugh  Wells  was  affectionately 
called  Father  Wells,  back  home  in  Indiana. 

June  1,  1871,  Rev.  D.  L.  Mackenzie  came,  but 
was  here  only  five  weeks,  for  which  he  was  paid 
$80.00.  He  was  given  a  call,  but  could  not  accept  at 
that  time.  St.  Mark’s  was  without  a  pastor  until 
October  1,  1871,  when  they  called  the  Rev.  Mr.  A. 
M.  Geiger  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  was  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Wittenberg  and  had  received  his  D.  D.  from 
there.  Our  church  first  was  able  to  support  their 
pastor  in  October,  1871.  Rev.  Geiger  was  regularly 
installed  as  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  on  the  first  Sab¬ 
bath  in  March.  1872.  During  that  year  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  secure  a  suitable  location  for  a  parsonage. 
The  lot  was  selected  at  320  North  Jefferson  St. 
The  house  built  here  was  St.  Mark’s  parsonage 
from  1872  to  1943.  C.  A.  Melsheimer,  F.  J.  Bonne¬ 
witz,  and  A.  B.  McCurdy  were  the  building  com¬ 
mittee. 

Building  committees  always  have  problems : 
we  find  these  items  in  the  minutes:  “A  motion  was 
made  to  leave  out  the  window  intended  to  be  put 
in  the  hall.”  “A  motion  was  made  to  put  on  the  bay 
window  if  the  cost  did  not  exceed  $60.00  over  and 


Our  First  Parsonage 

above  the  cost  of  two  regular  windows.”  Kitchen 
part  was  to  be  two  stories  high,  same  height  as 
plain  building.  Minutes  of  the  time  show  the  fol- 


lowing  inventory:  Church  property,  lot,  $625.00, 
building  and  furnishings  $8,875.00,  total  $9,500.00. 
Parsonage,  lot  $475.00,  building  $2,630.68,  total 
$3,105.68. 

The  Salem  Lutheran  Church  we  have  mention¬ 
ed,  also  called  Grove  Lutheran  Church,  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  Rev.  Frederich  Biddle  in  1858,  with  nine 
members,  and  was  the  first  Lutheran  C  hurch  in 
Ridge  township.  The  church  shows  on  the  map  of 
Van  Wert  County  of  1886,  and  the  building  still 
stands,  located  a  half  mile  south  of  Route  116,  just 
west  of  the  Reidenbach  Road.  Later  pastors  men¬ 
tioned  in  Sutton’s  “History  of  Van  Wert  and  Mer¬ 
cer  Counties”,  1882,  included  Rev.  Wells,  Rev.  Ex¬ 
line.  and  Morris  Officer. 

The  year  1872,  marked  the  separation  of  St. 
Mark’s  and  Salem  congregations.  D.  N.  Money- 
smith  of  Salem  congregation  came  to  a  council 
meeting  and  claimed  their  congregation  was  neg¬ 
lected  and  asked  for  more  preaching.  “The  accusa¬ 
tion  and  demand  was  discussed  at  length  without 
any  conclusion.”  Several  meetings  later  the  Salem 
congregation  asked  to  withdraw  and  council 
agreed. 

In  1874,  during  the  Rev.  Mr.  Geiger’s  pastor¬ 
ate,  a  marble  slab  was  placed  in  the  west  wall  of 
the  church  honoring  Morris  Officer.  The  Gethsem- 
ane  window  above  the  altar  in  our  present  church 
is  also  a  memorial  to  Morris  Officer.  It  was  during 
Rev.  Geiger’s  time  that  records  show  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  O.  D.  Swartout  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Swineford 
took  place  on  September  18,  1872,  at  the  home  of 
the  bride’s  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Swine¬ 
ford,  at  Central  and  Washington  Streets.  The  wed¬ 
ding  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Hines  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Hays 
on  September  6,  1874,  was  the  first  church  wed¬ 
ding  in  Van  Wert,  and  was  at  St.  Mark’s.  In  1875, 
five  laymen  were  reported  as  supporting  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  a  young  man  in  India.  The  men  were  Mr. 
Bonnewitz,  Mr.  McCurdy,  Mr.  Hammer,  Mr. 
Heimlv  and  Mr.  Hertz.  Such  signs  of  lay  interest 
are  indicative  of  Christian  Spirit  and  faith.  Mr. 
Geiger  resigned  in  October,  1876,  and  left  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  1.  1877.  The  Van  Wert  Times  of  February 
9,  1877,  says  “The  Rev.  A.  M.  Geiger,  the  very  ef¬ 
ficient  superintendent  of  our  Union  Schools,  much 
to  the  regret  of  his  congregation,  resigned  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church,  on  Thurs¬ 
day  of  last  week.”  He  became  Superintendent  of 
Schools  for  Van  Wert,  a  post  he  held  until  1879. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  D.  L.  Mackenzie  of  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania,  became  pastor  in  1878,  during  which 
time  St.  Mark’s  showed  slow  but  steady  progress. 
Rev.  Mackenzie  stayed  in  Van  Wert  four  years. 

The  financing  of  the  early  church  was  a  prob¬ 
lem.  The  early  ministers  were  paid  by  subscription 
from  members  and  townspeople,  and  grants  from 
the  Home  Mission  Board.  Pastor  Wells  was  to  re¬ 
ceive  $1,000.00  per  year,  $400.00  from  the  Board. 
Mr.  Geiger  was  paid  $900.00  in  quarterly  install¬ 
ments.  Pastor  Mackenzie  in  1878,  was  to  be  paid 


$1,000.00  and  parsonage,  but  the  record  shows  that 
payments  were  irregular — one  week  $61.82,  anoth¬ 
er  week  50c.  By  the  end  of  the  year  only  $857.00 
was  paid.  Benevolence  reached  a  new  high  of 
$130.00  for  all  causes. 

Many  times  the  council  had  to  borrow  from 
the  pastor  to  pay  ordinary  expenses;  frequently 
they  borrowed  from  the  Mite  Society.  In  1882  we 
find  reference  to  hire  a  janitor  if  one  could  be  got¬ 
ten  for  $6.00  a  month;  also  the  purchase  of  20  Gos¬ 
pel  Hymns  without  notes  and  5  with  notes  to  be 
used  at  prayer  meetings.  At  one  time  the  pastor 
was  paid  $10.00  for  painting  the  fence  around  the 
church.  The  first  choir  practice  was  held  in  the 
home  of  F.  J.  Bonnewitz.  Mrs.  Helen  Bonnewitz 
was  organist  and  Perry  Bonnewitz  director.  This 
was  before  1880. 

March  1881,  was  the  first  reference  about  any¬ 
one  being  expelled  from  the  church — -this  man  had 
deserted  his  family.  December,  1885,  minutes  show 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  and  bring 
a  recommendation  concerning  a  certain  man ;  read¬ 
ing  further,  we  find  that  he  was  removed  as  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher.  Other  instances  appear  in  the 
record  books  of  men  and  women  being  removed 
from  membership  because  of  lack  of  Christian  con¬ 
duct. 

The  five  year  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  F.  M. 
Porch,  D.  D.,  1882-1887,  continued  the  growth  of 
St.  Mark's.  In  1883,  St.  Mark’s  was  host  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod.  During  Dr.  Porch’s  time  the 
Women’s  Missionary  Society  was  organized:  Mrs. 
Porch  was  its  first  president.  Charter  members  of 
the  first  society  were:  Mrs.  Fannie  Swineford, 
Mrs.  Lucy  Craig.  Mrs.  Susan  Fox,  Mrs.  Helen 
Bonnewitz,  Mrs.  Austin,  Mrs.  H.  Rumpf,  Mrs.  Jac¬ 
ob  Fenter,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Hertz,  Mrs.  George  Ham¬ 
mer,  Mrs.  George  Wappner,  Mrs.  L.  Gackenheim- 
er,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Pennell,  and  Mrs.  Porch.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Porch  showed  great  interest  in  both  home 
and  foreign  mission  work  and  in  the  educational 
institutions  of  the  church.  Bessie,  one  of  their 
daughters,  married  Lloyd  Douglas,  author  of  “The 
Robe.”  Dr.  Porch  left  Van  Wert  to  serve  First 
Lutheran  Church  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

In  1882,  Sunday  School  teachers  were  asked  to 
come  to  prayer  meeting  and  the  next  Sunday’s  les¬ 
son  would  be  studied.  Before  1891,  Sunday  School 
officers  were  chosen  by  the  church  council,  and 
are  listed  for  each  year.  Recurring  names  of  the 
officers  are  A.  B.  McCurdy,  S.  W.  Long,  L.  G. 
Schumm,  G.  H.  Wappner,  Mrs.  Helen  Bonnewitz. 
Cladie  Bonher,  Mrs.  Lucy  Craig,  Mrs.  Priscilla 
Pennell.  Mrs.  Craig  and  Mrs.  Welch  are  remem¬ 
bered  for  their  long  years  of  service  with  the  pri¬ 
mary  class.  The  records  of  1885  and  1886  show 
treats  were  given  the  Sunday  School  children  at 
Christmas  time. 

The  Rev.  W.  H.  Lilly,  a  graduate  of  Gettys¬ 
burg  Seminary,  served  three  years,  until  1890.  His 
annual  message  to  the  officers  and  members  of  St. 


Mark’s  at  the  close  of  1888  gave  many  suggestions 
that  are  still  appropriate.  The  minutes  hook  con¬ 
tains  this  entire  message.  Our  congregation  at 
that  time  numbered  102  members.  Mr.  Lilly  be¬ 
came  Superintendent  of  the  Van  Wert  Schools  in 
1890,  and  died  in  Van  Wert  on  September  6,  1892. 

In  June,  1891,  the  Rev.  Mr.  H.  H.  Hall  came. 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  energetic  worker^  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  congregation.  In 
1895  the  main  auditorium  of  the  church  was  im- 
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proved  and  a  pipe  organ  was  secured.  A  re-dedica- 
tion  of  the  church  was  held  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Wiles  of  Mansfield  delivering  the  sermon. 

In  June,  1895,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harvey  S.  Law¬ 
rence  came  to  St.  Mark’s.  Extensive  repairs  and 
improvements  were  made  at  the  parsonage  for  his 
bride  whom  he  married  while  here.  He  organized 
the  first  Luther  League  and  introduced  the  beauti¬ 
ful  responsive  service  which  added  much  to  the 
worship  of  the  congregation.  Individual  commun¬ 
ion  cups  were  used  for  the  first  time.  In  1897,  the 
first  early  Christmas  service  was  held,  an  idea 
brought  from  Sweden  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  Anderson.  Mr. 
Lawrence,  we  will  remember,  visited  our  congre¬ 
gation  around  1940  and  presented  our  church  with 
the  beautiful  bronze  altar  vases  in  memory  of  his 
wife.  These  vases  were  accepted  for  our  church 
by  Mr.  C.  L.  Shaffer,  vice-president  of  the  council 
at  that  time. 

In  1900,  the  Rev.  I.  D.  Worman  of  Indianapolis, 
became  our  pastor.  He  served  nine  years,  making 
further  developments.  He  introduced  the  duplex 
envelope  system,  organized  the  Brotherhood,  the 
Young  Women’s  Missionary  Society,  and  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Band.  The  church  was  extensively  repaired, 
frescoed,  and  all  debts  liquidated.  The  parsonage 
was  repaired,  and  a  cement  porch  “which  is  a  thing 
of  beauty”  was  added.  By  Christmas  1904,  the 
church  treasurer,  George  Wappner,  reported  "ev¬ 
ery  debt  of  the  church  was  wiped  out  with  a  neat 
sum  left  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger,  all  of 
which  came  about  by  the  pastor  soliciting  from 


members  and  friends  of  the  church  for  Christmas 
offerings  to  pay  the  debts,  which  was  so  magnifi¬ 
cently  done  that  at  above  date  the  church  could 
say  not  a  dollar  do  we  owe.”  Pastor  Worman  left 
in  1909,  and  went  to  Newport  News,  Virginia. 

A  Call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Rohl- 
fing  in  June  of  1909.  On  August  1,  he  was  installed 
by  Rev.  S.  P.  Long  of  Mansfield.  Rev.  Weaver  of 
Cleveland,  and  Rev.  Luz  of  Batesville,  Indiana. 
Many  were  the  activities  during  his  pastorate.  The 
catechism  classes  were  reorganized  by  the  pastor 
with  the  assistance  from  the  council  and  Miss 
Laura  Eirich  and  Miss  Edna  Walborn.  The  choir 
was  reorganized  and  two  new  choirs  were  added. 
The  boys’  vested  choir  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Mae  Wassenberg  presented  many  programs.  Mem¬ 
bers  included  Gaylord  Ridenour,  Richard  Morgan, 
Frank  Dannecker,  Lawrence  Matthys,  Edward 
Linser,  Harold  Farnam,  Richard  Shaffer,  Stephen 
Rohlfing,  Frank  Butler,  Robert  Balyeat,  Earl  Car¬ 
penter,  Ralph  Rucklos,  Harold  Hall,  Krauth  Ride¬ 
nour,  Russell  Wyandt,  Benjamin  Reidenbach,  Clif¬ 
ford  Matthys,  Horace  Bickford,  LeGrande  Guysel- 
man,  Dudley  Clark,  Ernest  Reidenbach,  Hugh 
Walborn,  Harper  Pennell,  Harold  Smith,  Will  Kes- 
ler,  Charles  Weaver,  and  Ernest  Carlo.  Miss  Was¬ 
senberg  long  directed  youth  and  adult  choirs  and 
gave  generously  of  her  time  and  talents  to  the 
church.  Others  who  assisted  during  these  years 
were  Mrs.  F.  W.  Stamm,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bickford. 
Miss  Rosa  Boesche,  Miss  Ruth  McConahev  (Bar¬ 
tholomew)  and  Miss  Grace  Smith  (Rote). 

The  Sunday  School  in  1914  was  active  with  a 
membership  of  250.  Officers  included  E.  I.  Lorber, 
James  Drake,  L.  G.  Schumm,  Miss  Marie  Car- 
mody,  and  Orville  Steinmetz.  The  Brotherhood  at 
that  time  supported  a  native  missionary  in  India. 
E.  A.  Gamble,  E.  I.  Lorber,  Frank  Butler,  and 
Simon  Wyandt  were  officers. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society  was  very  active  and 
officers  included  Mrs.  W.  R.  Kime,  Mrs.  Fannie 
Swineford,  Mrs.  Willard  Pennell,  and  Mr.  T.  G. 
Evans,  Mr.  Evans  being  treasurer.  The  Women's 
Missionary  Society  was  engaged  in  active  mission¬ 
ary  work.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bickford,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Was¬ 
senberg,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Bonne witz,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Kime, 
and  Mrs.  Franklin  Chryst  were  officers.  The  Luth¬ 
er  League  was  interested  in  missionary,  .educa¬ 
tional,  and  social  work,  and  Miss  Ruth  McCona- 
hey,  Miss  Maude  Ferguson,  Ernest  Reidenbach 
and  Clifford  Matthys  were  leaders. 

On  Easter  Sunday,  1912,  before  services  closed, 
Mr.  O.  W.  Kerns  announced  that  the  congregation 
had  granted  the  pastor  the  privilege  and  the  nec¬ 
essary  means  to  travel  to  Europe  and  the  Holy 
Land  in  the  next  few  months.  On  his  return,  Rev. 
Rohlfing  shared  his  many  experiences  with  the 
congregation  and  the  community. 

It  was  during  the  Rev.  Worman’s  pastorate 
that  all  began  to  he  alarmed  at  the  cracks  in  the 
walls  and  the  general  deterioration  of  the  church 


building.  Attempts  were  made  to  make  repairs,  but 
it  was  evident  that  something  more  constructive 
must  be  done.  In  January  1911,  the  Trustees  con¬ 
sidered  purchasing  ground  for  a  new  church 
building  and  instructed  S.  W.  Long  to  look  into 
the  matter.  Council  minutes,  however,  do  not  give 
further  information,  but  the  members  did  continue 
to  discuss  the  matter. 

Mr.  Marvin  Woodruff  (1847-1913),  one  of  the 
leading  business,  men  of  the  city,  had  given  gener¬ 
ously  to  the  repair  program.  Now  he  was  persuad¬ 
ed  by  his  daughters,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Wassenberg  and 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Evans,  both  very  active  in  our  church, 


to  contribute  to  the  building  of  the  new  church. 
On  Sunday,  October  27,  1912,  the  announcement 
was  made  to  the  congregation  that  Mr.  Woodruff 
would  contribute  $25,000.00  towards  the  erection 
of  a  new  church  to  be  called  the  Woodruff  Memor¬ 
ial  Church. 

The  council  met  on  Monday  evening  to  take 
action  and  unanimously  accepted  Mr.  Woodruff’s 
offer.  Mr.  C.  F.  Wassenberg,  Mr.  T.  G.  Evans,  and 
Mr.  Simon  Wyandt,  a  leading  contractor  of  the 
city,  were  to  be  members  of  the  building  commit¬ 
tee,  according  to  Mr.  Woodruff’s  stipulation.  The 
Evanses  and  the  Wassenbergs  were  untiring  in 
their  efforts  to  build  a  beautiful  church.  Many 
hours  were  spent  in  planning  and  supervising.  The 
council  appointed  Messrs.  Schumm,  McConahey, 
and  Kerns,  the  trustees,  to  work  with  the  building 
committee.  Mr.  Kerns  was  appointed  building  com¬ 
mittee  treasurer. 

Plans  were  made  to  raise  more  funds  “so  that 


the  building  be  in  every  way  a  fitting  home  for  the 
church,  and  be  the  equal  of  any  church  edifice  in 
the  city  in  beauty  and  completeness,  if  not  in  size.” 
The  Societies  of  the  church,  along  with  individuals, 
pledged  their  support  and  efforts  to  the  building 
fund.  The  total  cost  of  the  church  was  about 
$68,000.00.  A  report  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  in 
1920,  given  by  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Epps, 
gives  the  activities  of  the  ladies  during  these  years 
to  pay  their  pledge.  The  ladies  paid  the  secretary 
$5,050.00  on  the  church  building  and  furnishings. 
Shortly  afterwards  carpet  and  linoleum,  folding 
chairs,  and  stoves  were  purchased  for  $437.54. 
They  were  able  to  do  this  by  serving  banquets, 
selling  aprons,  quilts,  stain  remdver,  sofa-pilldws, 
and  sponsoring  lectures,  markets,  and  bazaars. 
During  those  years  presidents  of  this  organization 
included  Mrs.  Inez  Pennell,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Kime,  Mrs. 
F.  H.  Pennell,  Mrs.  Ralph  Craig,  Mrs.  R.  Burgoon, 
and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Dannecker. 

Among  the  plans  was  one  to  secure  the  lot 
north  of  the  old  church,  to  sell  the  parsonage  on 
North  Jefferson  Street,  and  to  erect  a  new  parson¬ 
age  adjoining  the  new  church.  On  March  1,  1913, 
the  Moltz  property  adjoining  the  old  chitrch  on  the 
north  was  purchased  for  $3,448.40.  The  idea  of  a 
connecting  parsonage  was  given  up  in  favor  of  a 
larger  church. 

On  April  7,  1913,  at  a  congregational  meeting, 
final  plans  were  approved.  The  architectural  plans 
drawn  up  by  Robert  Gotwald  of  Springfield  were 
more  extensive  and  elaborate  than  at  first  believed 
possible.  The  $25,000.00  had  been  doubled  by  other 
pledges.  Mr.  John  Strandler  promised  to  donate  a 
tubular  pneumatic  organ  at  a  cost  of  $5,700.00.  Mr. 
S.  B.  Hertz  promised  a  memorial  window  and  Mr. 
Woodruff  a  set  of  chimes  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.00. 
Mr.  Woodruff  died  in  late  1913,  and  left  $2,000.00 
more.  Dr.  Rohlfing  said  of  Mr.  Woodruff,  “The 
church,  the  community,  and  the  personal  friends 
of  Mr.  Woodruff  will  bear  witness  to  his  liberality 
in  future  years.” 

“The  new  church  is  to  be  built  in  Tudor-Goth¬ 
ic  style  of  blue  limestone  and  ornamented  with 
Bedford  rock.  It  will  have  a  measurement  of  112 
feet  by  60  feet.  There  will  be  a  basement  for  the 
use  of  the  Brotherhood  and  the  Ladies  societies. 
The  structure  is  to  be  adorned  with  two  ornamen¬ 
tal  towers,  one  65  feet  high  and  17  feet  square 
housing  the  chimes,  and  the  other  forming  an  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Sunday  School  room.” 

Confirmation,  baptism,  and  farewell  services 
marked  the  last  day  the  old  building  served  as  a 
church  home,  April  23,  1913.  Future  meetings  were 
held  in  the  auditorium  room  of  the  Home  Guards 
Building,  now  the  Van  Wert  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  Furnishings  of  the  church  were  stored  in  the 
Woodruff  building  on  West  Jackson  Street.  Mrs. 
Wassenberg  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Bonnewitz  decided 
that  the  walnut  from  the  organ  console  could  be 
used  in  making  a  chest  for  the  Altar  paraments. 
This  chest  is  still  in  the  sacristy.  Records  show 


that  the  old  bell  was  sold  to  Convoy  for  $200.00 
and  the  art  glass  windows  to  Ohio  City  for  $180.00. 
On  May  7,  old  St.  Mark’s  church  was  a  thing  of 
the  past.  Neighbors  and  members  gathered  late 
that  afternoon  as  Mr.  Simon  Wyandt  and  the 
Jackson  Brothers  supervised  the  tearing  down  of 
the  tower. 

On  Sunday,  July  20,  at  4:30,  the  formal  service 
was  held  for  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone.  Taking 
part  in  the  exercises  were  :  L.  H.  Larimer,  D.  D., 
later  dean  of  Hamma  Divinity  School,  Dr.  L.  S. 
Iveyser,  and  Rev.  M.  I.  Powell,  then  of  Convoy.  Dr. 
S.  J.  McDowell,  Secretary  of  Home  Missions, 
spoke  on  a  theme  found  in  Isaiah,  “Behold,  I  lay  in 
Zion  for  a  foundation  stone,  tried  stone,  a  precious 
corner  stone,  a  sure  foundation.”  The  Rev.  F.  W. 
Rohlfing  placed  in  the  cornerstone  (found  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  church  true  to  an  ancient 
custom)  the  following  articles  :  The  Sacred  Scrip¬ 
tures,  Lutheran  Catechism,  Lutheran  Book  of 
Worship,  Lutheran  Augsburg  Gems,  Lutheran 
Church  Work,  Lutheran  Sunday  School  Leaf, 
Luther  League  Review,  Lutheran  Woman’s  Work, 
Minutes  of  Wittenberg  Synod,  Catalogue  of  Wit¬ 
tenberg  College,  Roll  of  Members,  Names  of 
Church  Council  and  Building  and  Finance  Com¬ 
mittees,  Accounts  of  Woodruff  Memorial  Building 
and  Chimes,  Strandler  Memorial  Organ,  and  Lad¬ 
ies  Memorial  Pews,  and  copies  of  Van  Wert  news¬ 
papers. 

The  members  of  the  Church  Council  at  the 
time  of  the  building  of  the  church:  E.  E.  Scott,  O. 
W.  Kerns,  L.  G.  Schumm,  E.  V.  Walborn,  C.  F. 
Wassenberg,  C.  B.  McConahey,  H.  J.  Gerkins,  F. 
H.  Pennell,  and  W.  A.  Butler.  In  October  1913,  ac- 
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tion  was  taken  by  the  congregation  that  the  coun¬ 
cil  remain  intact  until  the  building  program  was 
completed.  However,  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Gerkins 
moved  away,  and  their  places  were  filled  by  L.  A. 
Ellis  and  E.  I.  Lorber. 

For  the  Christmas  service  of  1913,  our  Pres¬ 
byterian  friends  invited  us  to  hold  our  Christmas 
morning  service  in  their  church.  We  had  been  hold¬ 
ing  our  mid-week  prayer  service  in  their  church 
since  May. 

In  January  1914,  members  met  in  the  social 
rooms  of  the  new  church  for  a  congregational 
meeting.  Regular  Sunday  Services  were  held  there 
until  the  Church  was  completed.  It  was  announced 
in  April  1914,  to  the  congregation  by  the  pastor 
that  “both  Choir  and  Minister  should  be  vested 
when  we  occupy  the  main  auditorium  of  the  new 
church.”  On  Easter  Sunday,  April  12,  the  chimes 
given  by  Marvin  Woodruff  were  dedicated.  The 
sermon  was  delivered  by  D.  H.  Bauslin  of  Witten¬ 
berg  College.  A  series  of  concerts  was  given  by  a 
chimer  from  Baltimore.  The  first  chimer  was  the 
late  O.  W.  Fray  lick  who  took  many  lessons  from 
this  artist. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  bells  were  chosen  by 
Pastor  Rohlfing,  and  are  as  follows: 

Large  Bell 

This  Chime  of  Bells 
was  presented  to 

St.  Mark’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
Van  Wert,  Ohio 

by 

Marvin  G.  Woodruff 
May  7,  1913 

For  the  joy  of  the  community 
For  the  uplift  of  mankind 
For  the  honor  of  religion. 

Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto 
Thy  name  be  the  praise. 

Second  Bell 

Thanksgiving :  “Enter  into  His  gates  with 
thanksgiving,  and  into  His  courts  with  praise ;  be 
thankful  unto  Him,  and  bless  His  name.”  Ps.  100:4 

Third  Bell 

Love:  “Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.” — 
Romans  13:10 

Fourth  Bell 

Joy:  “The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your  strength.” — 
Neh.  8':  10 

Fifth  Bell 

Peace:  “My  peace  I  give  unto  you.”  John  14:27 

Sixth  Bell 

Long  Suffering:  “With  long  suffering  for¬ 
bearing  one  another  in  love.” — Eph.  4:2 

Seventh  Bell 

Gentleness :  “Thy  gentleness  hath  made  me 
great.” — II  Sam.  22:36 


Eighth  Bell 

Goodness  :  “Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy 
goodness.” — Ps.  65:11 

Ninth  Bell 

Faith :  “By  grace  are  you  saved  through 
faith.” — Eph.  2:8 

Tenth  Bell 

Meekness :  “I  beseech  you  by  the  meekness 
and  gentleness  of  Christ.” — 11  Cor.  10:1 

The  net  weight  of  the  ten  bells  is  10.675  lbs.; 
with  the  frame  it  is  16,000  lbs. ;  the  largest  bell 
weighs  2.800  lbs.,  and  the  smallest,  550  lbs.  They 
are  suspended  in  a  square  frame.  Each  bell  hangs 


stationary  except  the  large  bell,  which  is  arranged 
with  complete  mountings  so  that  it  can  be  tolled 
independently  if  desired.  The  bells  are  sounded 
from  a  lever  stand  or  console  which  is  in  the  room 
below.  The  hammers  are  connected  to  the  levers 
of  the  console  by  a  series  of  chains  and  rods.  The 
bells  are  cast  of  a  composition  of  copper  and  tin  of 
proper  proportions,  and  are  attuned  so  that  each 
note  will  fit  into  different  keys.  The  bells  were 
from  the  McShane  Bell  Foundry  Company.  Balti¬ 
more.  Maryland.  It  is  proper  to  call  the  bells  a  car¬ 
illon.  which  is  defined  as  “a  set  of  fixed  bells  rung 
by  striking  with  hammers  operated  either  from  a 
keyboard  or  mechanically.”  Not  all  chimes  are  car¬ 
illons,  but  our  bells  are  of  this  type. 

It  was  fitting  that  this  year  1914  was  also  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  congre¬ 
gation.  On  a  motion  of  February  1914,  Rev.  Rohl¬ 
fing  was  instructed  to  compile  a  church  history 
commemorating  our  fifty  years  and  the  building 
of  the  new  church.  On  Friday  evening,  October  2, 
Professor  J.  Lawrence  Erb  of  Chicago  gave  an  or¬ 
gan  recital  on  the  new  Moller  organ,  which  had 
been  given  by  Mr.  John  Strandler  in  memory  of 
his  wife.  Mr.  Strandler  came  from  Germany  as  a 
boy,  was  an  early  harness  maker  in  Van  Wert,  and 
accumulated  a  fortune  which  has  proved  a  bless¬ 


ing  to  Van  Wert  in  several  fields.  Mr.  Strandler 
died  before  the  organ  was  dedicated.  This  Moller 
organ  was  one  of  the  best  in  northwest  Ohio,  for 
it  was  a  three  manual  pipe  organ  including  1600 
pipes.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Holbrook  was  the  first  organist. 
Mrs.  Edythe  Dannecker  has  served  our  congrega¬ 
tion  as  organist  since  1917,  with  Margaret  Weber 
(1927)  and  Frederick  Snyder  (1931-1937)  serving 
ad  interim. 

Martin  Luther  once  said  that  “music  is  the 
art  of  the  prophets,  the  only  art  that  can  calm  the 
agitations  of  the  soul.  It  is  one  of  the  most  mag¬ 
nificent  and  delightful  presents  God  has  given  us.” 
We  are  fortunate  that  two  of  the  gifts  to  our 
church  were  for  music.  The  grand  piano  in  the 
nave  belonged  to  Mrs.  Harry  Webster,  and  through 
her  generous  offer,  was  purchased  by  St.  Mark's 
about  1937. 

The  large  window  above  the  altar  represents 
Hoffman’s  “Gethsemane”,  and  is  a  fitting  memor¬ 
ial  to  the  faithful  labors  of  Morris  Officer.  In  rec¬ 
ent  years  a  plaque  was  placed  under  the  window 
by  one  of  the  Circles.  In  the  old  Sunday  School 
nursery,  now  the  cloak  room,  we  find  Carl  Vogel’s 
“Christ  and  the  Children”,  placed  in  memory  of 
Marvin  Evans  by  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  G. 
Evans.  The  three  windows  in  the  eastern  wall  of 
the  church  are  in  memory  of  Helen  Bonnewitz 
by  Charles  Balyeat ;  the  Mesdames  Woodruff  by 
Marvin  Woodruff;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Hertz, 
charter  members.  The  three  windows  in  the  wes¬ 
tern  wall  were  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Moz- 
ier  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards;  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Butler  in  memory  of  Walter  But¬ 
ler;  by  Mrs.  O.  D.  Swartout  in  memory  of  Rachel 
Swineford ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Miller  in  memory 
of  Lewis  Miller;  and  Mr.  A  Calhoun  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Edith  Calhoun. 

The  chancel  furnishings  are  of  carved  oak. 
The  altar  with  the  cross  was  given  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Hertz,  the  pulpit  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Swar¬ 
tout.  the  Lectern  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  McCona- 
hey,  the  baptismal  font  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Stamm.  Mrs.  A.  Lunch  presented  beautiful  para- 
ments,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ridenour  the  com¬ 
munion  set. 

On  October  14,  1914,  our  new  church  edifice 
was  dedicated.  The  Rev.  V.  G.  A.  Tressler.  D.  D., 
spoke  at  the  dedication  exercises,  while  J.  H.  Cul¬ 
ler,  D.  D.,  spoke  at  the  anniversary  program.  Mr. 
James  H.  Jones  directed  the  music  and  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Holbrook  was  the  organist. 

In  1916,  with  the  new  church  completed,  Pas¬ 
tor  Rohlfing  decided  that  his  work  in  Van  Wert 
was  accomplished,  and  accepted  a  call  to  Rich¬ 
mond,  Indiana.  The  congregation  reluctantly  ac¬ 
cepted  his  resignation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Was- 
senberg  took  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rohlfing  to  say  fare¬ 
well  to  each  of  the  active  members  in  one  of  the 
few  automobiles  of  the  community.  Many  will  re¬ 
member  that  Mrs.  Wassenberg  used  to  make  many 


calls  on  the  congregation  in  her  little  pony  cart. 
Pastor  Rohlfing  later  served  in  Mansfield,  Lima, 
and  Oak  Harbor,  arid  died  in  Toledo  in  1946,  aged 
79. 
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Rev.  Harry  Newcomer  was  called  to  St. 
Mark’s  in  September  1916,  withbut  preaching  a 
trial  sermon.  He  had  been  pastot  of  Grace  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  lialtimoife,  Maryland,  for 
over  eleven  yeafs.  He  arrived  in  Van  Wert  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  three  day  convention  of  the 
Wittenberg  Synod  in  October  1916,  and  was  instal¬ 
led  by  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Domblaser  on  October  15. 
The  Newcomers,  their  daughter  Ruth,  and  Miss 
Helen  Bowman,  sister  of  Mrs.  Newcomer,  were  all 
active  in  the  church.  They  immediately  made 
friends  with  the  congregation.  Pastor  Newcomer 
was  an  executive  and  very  much  interested  in  the 
missionary  program  of  the  church. 

It  was  during  this  pastorate  that  St.  Mark’s 
became  a  part  of  the  larger  organization  of  the 
United  Lutheran  Church  of  America,  formed  in 
1918.  In  1920,  Wittenberg  Synod  merged  with 
three  other  synods  to  form  the  Synod  of  Ohio  of 
which  we  are  still  a  part. 

These  were  also  the  war  years  when  St. 
Mark’s  as  well  as  other  congregations  had  to  cur¬ 
tail  services  because  of  the  coal  shortages.  A  letter 
was  drafted  to  our  young  men  in  service  giving 
the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  the  council  and  con¬ 
gregation. 

At  a  congregational  meeting  on  August  30, 
1917,  there  was  a  unanimous  vote  to  enlarge  the 
church  council  to  twelve  members  and  to  change 
the  church  fiscal  year  from  September  1  to  March 
1.  In  1925,  the  fiscal  year  was  changed  to  January 
1.  A  report  for  September  1,  1917,  showed  receipts 
of  $3,976.83  and  expenditures  of  $3,890.10,  and  an 
indebtedness  of  $497.00. 

The  resignation  of  Pastor  Newcomer  was  ac¬ 
cepted  February  27,  1919.  He  became  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Inner  Mission  Society  of  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  with  Baltimore  as  his  headquar¬ 
ters.  Later  he  served  in  Kittaning,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  Brooklyn,  and  died  in  1950  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  where  he  lived  after  his  retirement. 

From  Elgin,  Illinois,  Benjamin  F.  Hofer  was 
called  in  March  1919.  During  Pastor  Hofer’s  time 
tragedy  struck  his  household  when  one  of  his 
children,  Forrest,  contracted  polio.  The  other  son. 
John,  was  later  a  minister  in  Convoy,  Ohio,  and  is 
now  at  Cincinnati ;  the  daughter  Catharine  became 
a  teacher  in  the  schools  at  Defiance,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Hofer  was  a  conscientious  worker  in  the  church, 
but  always  maintained  that  her  first  duty  was  to 
keep  her  husband  in  physical  condition  to  dis¬ 
charge  his  duties  as  a  pastor.  In  1921,  Pastor  Hof¬ 
er  was  called  to  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  Defiance, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  August 
1946,  at  the  age  of  75.  His  records  show  that  in 
1921  there  wer  476  baptised  members  and  384  com¬ 
muning  members  at  St.  Mark’s. 


Van  Wert  during  the  early  twenties  saw  the 
need  of  religious  education  in  the  public  schools. 
St.  Mark’s  supported  the  movement  and  permitted 
the  use  of  the  basement  for  class  instruction  for 
several  years.  St.  Mark’s  raised  $2,000.00  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Van  Wert  Memorial  Boarding  School  for 
Boys  at  Tenali,  India. 

From  September  1921  to  May  1922,  St.  Mark’s 
was  without  a  pastor.  In  February  the  congrega¬ 
tion  met  to  meet  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Snyder  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  a  graduate  of  Gettysburg 
Seminary.  We  were  impressed,  and  called  him  to 
be  the  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s.  He  could  not  come  un¬ 
til  a  building  program  was  completed  in  Harris¬ 
burg.  May  2,  1922,  was  the  date  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Rev.  Edgar  Ernest  Snyder  and  family,  Mrs. 
Snyder,  Laddie,  Betty  and  Billy.  So  began  the 
longest  pastorate  in  the  history  of  St.  Mark’s.  In 
June  1922,  Pastor  Snyder  was  formally  installed 
by  Rev.  V.  G.  A.  Tressler,  of  Wittenberg,  and  Dr. 
Paul  Roller,  president  of  the  Ohio  Synod. 

The  men  of  the  Brotherhood  organization  will 
recall  the  splendid  attendance  at  rabbit  suppers  put 
on  by  Pastor  Snyder,  and  corn  roasts  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  H.  N.  Beeler  south  of  town,  and  later  at  the 
Wassenberg  farm  home,  and  dinners  supervised 
by  Mr.  Hort  Clark.  There  were  picnics  with  the 
Convoy  church  and  Trinity  Church  of  Fort  Wayne, 
and  games  were  enjoyed.  Not  all  was  entertain¬ 
ment,  for  there  was  much  planning  done  at  their 
meetings  for  the  future  of  the  church. 

The  women,  too,  were  looked  to  for  advice  and 
aid.  Perhaps  the  new  suffrage  laws  showed  the 
men  that  women  were  capable  of  more  than  occas¬ 
ional  financial  help.  In  March  1921,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Dannecker  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Bonnewitz  were  ap¬ 
pointed  advisory  members  of  the  council,  to  attend 
regular  monthly  meetings.  Later  members  includ¬ 
ed  Mrs.  J.  B.  Kreider  (Mrs.  Ed.  Engel),  Mrs.  Myra 
Pennell,  and  Mrs.  O.  W.  Kerns.  For  a  number  of 
years  the  women  were  not  represented  on  the 
council,  but  again  in  1952,  the  officers  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  were  asked  to  sit  in  on  the  monthly 
council  meetings.  In  November  1923,  the  Ladies 
Aid  Society  reported  the  donation  of  $250.00  for 
cushions  for  the  pews  of  the  church  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Woodruff,  and  said  they  would  complete  the  need¬ 
ed  sum.  This  was  only  one  of  the  activities  of  the 
ladies  during  that  decade. 

The  Women’s  Missionary  Society  was  active 
in  the  twenties.  A  pageant,  “Search  for  the  Light”, 
Avas  presented  in  1924  in  the  Wassenberg  Cardens 
on  South  Washington  Street.  One  hundred  fifty 
people  took  part.  In  1927,  St.  Mark’s,  under  the 
guidance  of  Mrs.  Franklin  Chryst,  general  chair¬ 
man,  entertained  the  Women’s  Missionary  Society 
of  Ohio.  Mrs.  F.  L.  Allen  was  president  at  that 
time.  Others  who  were  active  during  those  years 
were  Mrs.  Edmund  Grothouse,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ride¬ 
nour,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Wassenberg. 
Mrs.  Velma  Slusser  Marsh  and  Mrs.  F.  R.  Ger- 


mann  directed  the  Light  Brigade  program  among 
the  children  of  the  church. 

A  “Fix  Up.  Clean  Up,  Pay  Up”  Campaign  was 
conducted  to  clean  up  the  debt  and  repair  the  walls 
and  woodwork  of  the  church.  It  was  the  desire  of 
council  to  make  the  church  ready  for  the  synod 
meeting  in  November  of  1924.  Over  300  attended 
the  meetings,  presided  over  by  Dr.  Paul  Roller, 
president.  In  the  twenties,  efforts  were  made  to 
increase  the  Sunday  School  attendance,  especially 
among  the  adults.  There  were  contests  between 
the  men  and  women,  led  by  Miss  Emma  Hertel  and 
Mr.  Fred  Estes,  and  won  by  the  ladies! 

In  1925  we  began  investigating  the  possibility 
of  finishing  the  basement  of  the  church,  but  costs 
seemed  too  high.  Soon  increased  needs  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  called  for  action.  The  Brotherhood  in¬ 
augurated  a  movement  to  start  a  building  fund  to 
complete  the  north  part  of  the  basement  as  a  par¬ 
lor  and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  council 
to  proceed.  In  1926  this  new  room  was  completed. 
It  was  necessary  to  go  into  debt  for  part  of  this. 
The  project,  plus  several  other  improvements,  cost 
approximately  $3,500.00.  Many  years  later  this  par¬ 
lor  was  divided  into  two  rooms. 

On  June  15,  1930,  a  historical  pageant  honor¬ 
ing  the  reading  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  on 
June  25,  1530,  was  presented.  The  pageant  had 
been  written  by  Dr.  Snyder  and  Mr.  F.  R.  Ger- 
mann.  Those  taking  the  principal  parts  were  Dr. 
G.  A.  Miller,  Mr.  D.  J.  Gunsett,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Crites, 
and  Mr.  Germann. 

The  depression  of  the  thirties  saw  our  church 
in  debt,  with  the  budget  cut  to  a  minimum.  Each 
organization  was  asked  to  help  in  the  reduction  of 
expenses.  The  ladies  were  asked  to  assume  certain 
expenses  such  as  Bible  Study  quotas  and  the  music 
expense.  For  many  years  the  women’s  organiza¬ 
tion  contributed  at  least  $1,000.00  a  year  for  church 
expenses.  At  the  time  of  the  bank  moratorium  in 
March  1933.  all  church  organizations  turned  over 
all  available  monies  to  the  church  treasurer,  to  be 
repaid  when  conditions  warranted.  In  May  it  was 
requested  by  the  bank  that  the  three  notes  of  1928 
and  1929  be  paid  or  renewed.  It  was  decided  to  bor¬ 
row  $4,315.00  at  seven  percent.  Twenty-one  men 
volunteered  to  endorse  the  note.  By  1938  conditions 
were  much  improved  and  plans  were  made  to  e- 
liminate  this  old  debt.  At  the  annual  homecoming 
on  November  6,  19 39,  Frank  W.  Leslie  of  the  Peo¬ 
ples  Savings  Bank  presented  a  cancelled  note  to 
T.  G.  Evans,  toastmaster  for  the  meeting.  It  was 
touched  to  the  flame  of  a  burning  candle,  thus 
wiping  out  our  indebtedness. 

In  May  1938  a  resolution  was  made  wherein 
all  debts  over  $300.00  must  have  the  approval  of 
the  congregation.  On  November  5,  1934,  a  motion 
was  made  to  limit  the  terms  of  council  members 
to  two  consecutive  terms. 

Before  1934,  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  had  been 
doing  much  service,  but  few  were  active  in  the  reg¬ 


ular  meetings,  which  were  on  a  ward  basis.  In  or¬ 
der  to  reach  more  of  the  women,  women  members 
of  the  church  were  divided  among  ten  circles  so 
that  all  could  attend.  The  membership  of  each  cir¬ 
cle  was  to  be  changed  at  the  end  of  two  years  so 
that  all  would  find  new  friends  with  whom  to 
work.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker  was  president  during  its 
reorganization,  and  Mesdames  E.  E.  Snyder,  E.  W. 
Davies,  and  F.  W.  Fraylick  were  the  organizers. 
In  1944  there  was  again  a  reorganization,  combin¬ 
ing  missionary  activities  with  the  Women’s  Soci¬ 
ety. 

The  ladies  will  remember  the  numerous  activ¬ 
ities  which  were  needed  to  raise  their  quotas.  The 
chicken  and  turkey  dinners  and  bazaars,  waffle 
suppers,  April  Showers  party,  Autumn  Leaf  Teas, 
1938-1941,  selling  vanilla,  making  aprons  and 
quilts.  During  the  thirties  the  presidents  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  were  Mrs.  G.  C.  Fleist,  Mrs.  Harry 
Webster,  Miss  Laura  Eirich,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Davies, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker,  Mrs.  David  McMichael,  Mrs. 
I..  J.  Mitchell. 

Music  had  a  special  part  in  these  years  of  our 
history.  We  have  mentioned  our  very  faithful  or¬ 
ganist,  Mrs.  Dannecker.  Two  of  our  choir  direct¬ 
ors  have  given  long  and  outstanding  service.  Mr. 
F.  R.  Germann  served  from  1928  to  1940,  and  Mr. 
Owen  Roberts,  1917,  1922,  and  from  1942  until  his 
death  in  1954.  We  also  recall  the  services  of  Charles 
Ridell,  Robert  Moore,  Oscar  Jones,  Herbert  Jones, 
Ann  Oetzel.  Georgiana  Keyser,  Charles  Atkinson, 
and  Jay  Hall,  our  present  director.  Junior  choirs, 
too,  have  given  us  splendid  work ;  these  were  led 
by  Mr.  Germann,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Landis,  Mrs.  Howard 
Raabe,  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Oetzel,  with  others  serving 
from  time  to  time.  Our  choir  members  have  given 
us  inspiring  music,  but  is  is  impossible  to  list  all 
who  have  served  so  faithfully. 

In  July  1939  a  letter  was  written  in  behalf  of 
the  council  and  congregation  to  Mrs.  S.  W.  Long 
to  pay  tribute  to  her  long  and  valued  service  to  the 
church.  She  had  faithfully  cared  for  the  altar  and 
its  paraments  for  many  years.  Mrs.  G.  C.  Heist 
succeeded  her  in  this  duty. 

The  old  organization  of  the  Light  Brigade  be¬ 
came  the  Children  of  the  Church  in  1938.  Miss  Ag¬ 
nes  Pennell,  Mrs.  Snyder,  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Davies 
had  the  responsibility  of  reorganization.  Other 
leaders  in  later  years  were  Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Underwood,  Miss  Helen  Bollenbacher, 
and  Mrs.  Doyle  Duncan. 

We  recall  the  Christmas  services  of  Dr.  Sny¬ 
der’s  time.  The  first  early  Christmas  service  had 
been  held  during  the  time  of  Pastor  Lawrence  in 
1897  and  services  had  been  held  every  year  with 
the  exception  of  a  war  year.  We  remember  the 
trees  wrapped  in  cotton,  sparkling  icicles,  candles 
in  the  windows.  We  remember  girls  robed  in  bril¬ 
liant  colors  singing  “In  Excelsis  Gloria”,  and  the 
other  glorious  Christmas  music.  Then  came  the  in¬ 
spiring  sermon.  The  service  closed  with  “Joy  to 


the  World”,  and  then  there  were  greetings  of  Mer¬ 
ry  Christmas  to  friends.  Daylight  would  be  here 
as  we  left  to  go  homee  to  our  families,  dr  to  the 
breakfast  at  the  parsonage,  with  Mrs.  Snyder 
serving  coffee  and  the  sand  tarts  she  had  been  pre¬ 
paring  for  days. 

In  later  years  it  was  found  that  the  wrapping 
of  the  trees  was  expensive  and  tedious,  so  it  was 
decided  to  use  evergreen  trees.  These  trbes  in¬ 
spired  Dr.  Snyder  to  tell  the  story  of  the  evergreen 
tree  which  stood  alone  in  the  forest.  A^ked  by  the 
other  trees  why  it  stayed  green  all  year,  the  ever¬ 
green  answered,  “I  represent  Christ  in  the  forest ; 

I  am  always  green  and  alive,  while  the  rest  of  you 
lose  your  colors  and  rest.” 

In  May  1937,  the  Synod  of  Ohio  again  met 
here.  At  the  SynoJ  meeting  Dr.  Snyder  presented 
Dr.  J.  A.  Sittler,  the  president,  with  a  gavel  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  congregation.  It  was  made  from  wood 
from  an  apple,  tree  planted  by  Jolinny  Appleseed. 
It  was  engraved  and  placed  in  the  Archives  of  the 
Ohio  Synod. 

A  few  days  before  this  meeting  a  celebration 
had  been  held  in  honor  of  the  fifteenth  anniversary 
of  the  Snyder  pastorate.  Dr.  Paul  Koller  preached 
on  the  subject,  “I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto 
me,  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.”  At  a 
congregational  dinner,  Mr.  T.  G.  Evans  was  the 
toastmaster,  and  appreciations  were  given  by  the 
various  organizations,  and  by  friends.  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Allen,  speaking  at  this  meeting,  said,  “These  have 
been  critical  years  ;  not  only  at  St.  Mark’s  but  all 
about  us,  years  of  change  and  progress.  It  is  to 
the  splendid  work  of  interpreting  God’s  Word  in 
the  life  of  today  that  Dr.  Snyder  has  dedicated  the 
past  fifteen  years,  and  I  am  sure  that  not  only  St. 
Mark’s  but  the  entire  community  has  been  enrich¬ 
ed  and  blessed  by  his  influence.  Indeed,  so  deep  and 
so  far  reaching  has  been  this  influence  that  I  doubt 
if  there  are  many  people  in  our  community  who 
have  not  directly  or  indirectly  had  some  contact 
with  his  kindly  personality,  and  been  enriched  by 
his  words  of  wisdom.” 

Mrs.  Allen  continued,  “We  wish  to  express 
our  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Snyder  for  her  part  in  the 
progress  of  the  past  fifteen  years,  for  we  know 
that  she  has  been  a  valuable  co-worker.  It  is  she 
who  has  kept  the  domestic  machinery  well  oiled 
and  running  smoothly,  ,and  has  discharged  all  the 
numerous  routine  tasks  that  go  to  make  up  a  well 
ordered  home  composed  of  three  lively  growing 
children  and  a  pastor  husband,  who  is  more  or 
less  public  property.  In  addition  she  has  been  sec¬ 
retary,  telephone  operator,  receptionist,  and  prop¬ 
erty  man,  besides  taking  an  active  part  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  church  and  community.  For  your  gracious 
hospitality  and  your  sympathetic  understanding, 
we  thank  you.” 

A  report  of  the  activities  of  these  fifteen  years 
showed  that  Dr.  Snyder  had  received  785  adult 
members,  performed  196  weddings,  747  funerals, 


and  280  infant  baptisms.  Twenty-five  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  had  been  paid  to  synodical  benevolences, 
$100,000.00  for  improvements,  repairs,  and  home 
expenses,  and  $3,000.00  to  non-synodical  benevo¬ 
lences.  The  enrolled  membership  was  736,  bap¬ 
tized  resident  membership  640,  and  the  commun¬ 
ing  membership  435. 

In  a  message  to  the  congregation  in  August 
of  that  year,  the  pastor  called  for  a  bigger  and  bet¬ 
ter  St.  Mark’s,  asking  for  more  visitations,  great¬ 
er  attendance,  more  communions,  more  sharing, 
more  workers,  better  attendance  of  the  parents  at 
Sunday  School,  greater  regularity  of  the  whole 
body,  more  social  life,  and  interested  young  mar¬ 
ried  group,  more  participation  in  catechism  class¬ 
es,  in  Junior  and  Senior  League,  and  in  Junior 
Choir.  It  was  the  hope  that  the  missionary  pro¬ 
gram  would  reach  more  women,  that  a  younger 
group  of  women  become  interested  in  activities, 
that  a  choir  mothers  group  be  organized,  and  that 
the  men  have  monthly  programs. 

The  old  parsonage  at  320  North  Jefferson 
Street  had  been  serving  as  the  home  of  our  pastors 
since  1872.  Remodeling  had  taken  place  several 
times,  and  now  it  seemed  that  much  should  be  done 
to  make  the  house  comfortable.  On  December  21, 
1942,  the  council  and  congregation  agreed  to  the 
purchase  of  the  William  Hyman  property  on  the 
corner  of  Market  and  First  Streets,  and  extensive 
repairs  were  made  and  the  old  parsonage  was  sold 
In  late  February  1943  the  Snyders  moved  into  the 
Market  Street  house  and  on  April  15,  Mrs.  Snyder 
was  hostess  to  the  women  of  the  congregation  at 
a  tea  party  in  the  new  parsonage.  A  musicale  was 
presented  by  Mesdames  M.  L.  Landis,  Maurice 
Aeheson,  Genevra  Uhland,  and  Edythe  Dannecker. 

The  war  years  saw  many  of  our  boys  in  ser¬ 
vice,  about  125  members  and  close  relatives.  Ser¬ 
vice  stars  were  placed  on  a  flag  presented  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edgar  Speelman.  Three  of  our  members 
lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country: 
Wayne  Stetler,  Richard  Lininger,  and  Morris 
Shreck.  In  June  1945  a  service  was  held  in  honor 
of  our  service  men  and  in  memory  of  those  who 
had  lost  their  lives.  St.  Mark’s  and  her  pastor  were 
active  during  these  years  in  war  work. 

E.  E.  Snyder  had  been  very  active  in  the  com- 
munity  and  in  the  work  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  of  America.  He  had  served  on  the  boards 
of  the  Brumback  Library,  the  Community  Chest, 
and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  had  taught  history  at  Gif- 
fin  College,  and  because  of  his  wide  reading  could 
be  compared  with  highly  trained  professors  of  un¬ 
iversities.  In  the  United  Lutheran  Church  he  serv¬ 
ed  on  the  General  Board  and  on  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  Board.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Wittenberg  College  in  1931  and  served  as  presi¬ 
dent.  and  later  secretary  until  1946,  and  was  given 
an  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1938. 

In  March  1946,  after  long  deliberation,  Dr. 
Snyder  gave  the  council  this  notice  :  “Having  re- 


ceived  a  call  to  become  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  United  Luther¬ 
an  Church  of  America,  I  hereby  present  my  resig¬ 
nation  as  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran  Church  of 
Van  Wert,  Ohio,  the  same  to  become  effective  Ap¬ 
ril  30.  1946,  at  which  time  I  shall  have  completed 
twenty-four  years  as  pastor  of  the  congregation. 
I  further  request  that  the  Council  take  necessary 
steps  to  present  this  resignation  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  on  Sunday  morning,  March  10,  for  favorable 
action.”  It  was  with  regret  that  we  terminated  our 
long  contact  with  the  Snyders.  On  Sunday,  April 
28,  Dr.  Snyder  preached  a  farewell  sermon  based 
on  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  admonishing  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Church.  A  re¬ 
ception  was  held  that  afternoon. 

St.  Mark’s,  Van  Wert,  and  the  United  Luther¬ 
an  Church  were  shocked  to  learn  of  the  deaths  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  in  the  disastrous  fire  in  the 
LaSalle  Hotel  in  Chicago  a  few  weeks  later,  where 
they  were  staying  while  attending  a  missionary 
conference.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  St. 
Mark’s  on  June  8,  with  Dr.  R.  E.  Tulloss,  president 
of  Wittenberg  College,  giving  the  sermon.  Burial 
was  at  Woodland  Cemetery,  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  Sur¬ 
viving  are  the  three  children,  Edgar,  an  officer  in 
the  United  States  Air  Force,  Mrs.  William  Schnepf 
of  Decatur,  Indiana,  and  William. 

We  quote  from  the  Foreign  Missionary  Mag¬ 
azine  :  “We  unite  in  thanking  God  and  call  upon  all 
friends  to  thank  God  for  the  life  of  Edgar  Ernest 
Snyder,  the  witness  of  his  Christian  life,  his  con¬ 
sistent  testimony  to  the  power  of  God  in  Christ 


Jesus  for  human  salvation,  his  great  service  to  the 
cause  of  world  evangelism,  and  his  years  of  faith¬ 
ful  work.  From  his  life  we  hear  again  this  admon¬ 
ition  of  St.  Paul,  ‘Never  flag  in  zeal,  be  aglow  with 
the  Spirit,  serve  the  Lord.’ 

The  Reverend  Edward  Derr  Driscoll  of  Ur- 
bana,  Ohio,  accepted  the  call  to  be  pastor  of  St. 
Mark’s  and  assumed  duties  on  September  8,  1946. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Marsh  entertained  the  family 
at  their  first  meal  in  Van  Wert.  Before  the  end  of 
the  week,  the  children,  Jeannine  11,  Judy  9,  San¬ 
dra  5,  and  Paul  2,  were  taken  to  their  first  Van 
Wert  County  Fair  by  Miss  Mae  Wassenberg.  On 
October  20,  1946,  Pastor  Driscoll  was  installed  by 
his  brother,  the  Rev.  Carl  Driscoll,  then  Director 


of  Education  and  Young  People’s  Work  of  the 
Ohio  Synod. 

Pastor  Driscoll  believed  that  the  work  of  the 
church  started  with  the  young  people.  The  Luther 
League  was  strong  during  these  years — the  youth 
being  active  in  church  work  locally  and  also  in  the 
federation  of  Leagues  of  Northwest  Ohio.  Fellow¬ 
ship  was  stressed  in  the  form  of  Watch  Night  par¬ 
ties,  Twelfth  Night  parties,  Easter  breakfasts,  etc. 

The  first  Altar  Guild  organization  was  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  L.  J.  Mitchell  in  March  1947.  Prev¬ 
ious  to  this  time  Mesdames  G.  C.  Heist,  L.  J. 
Mitchell,  Pearl  Boyer,  and  R.  A.  Blake  had  been 
taking  care  of  the  altar.  Now  eight  other  women 
of  the  congregation  were  to  assist.  These  included 
that  year:  Mesdames  Bernice  Hennermann,  R.  S. 
Oetzel,  Paul  Tomlinson,  John  Ashbaugh,  Kenneth 
Garn,  G.  D.  Borchers,  Dale  Martin,  and  E.  D.  Dris¬ 
coll.  Care  of  the  altar,  the  paraments,  the  fair  lin¬ 
en,  and  the  flowers  was  studied.  Each  year  four 
new  members  are  elected  to  serve  on  the  Altar 
Guild. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  new  candelabra  and  a 
reading  desk  were  given  by  Mrs.  G.  C.  Heist  in 
memory  of  her  sons,  Gordon  and  Robert  Paul.  The 
first  acolyte  was  Richard  Giessler.  Many  of  the 
boys  of  confirmation  age  have  served  in  these  dut¬ 
ies. 

Post-war  problems  were  St.  Mark’s  problems. 
Many  thousand  pounds  of  clothing  were  sent 
abroad.  Many  CARE  packages  were  sent.  The 
Lutheran  World  Action  quotas  were  nearly  always 
over-subscribed.  Our  pastor  was  bead  of  the  CROP 
activity  in  Van  Wert  County  for  several  years. 
This  activity  was  to  gather  grain  and  money  for 
war  torn  countries.  Several  displaced  persons  were 
brought  to  this  country  through  the  efforts  of  Pas¬ 
tor  Driscoll. 

In  the  summer  of  1947  Miss  Clara  Harvey,  a 
friend  of  the  congregation,  died  and  willed  to  our 
church  a  120  acre  farm  and  the  sum  of  $10,000.00 
(net)  as  a  memorial  to  herself  and  her  brother. 
R.  S.  Oetzel  first  managed  the  farm  activities,  and 
later  managers  have  been  Buford  Veach  and  Paul 
Doner.  The  money  was  placed  in  the  church  build¬ 
ing  fund.  A  $1,000.00  trust  fund  for  missionary  ac¬ 
tivities  was  left  by  Mr.  Louis  Rucklos  as  a  memor¬ 
ial  to  his  wife  and  himself.  The  residue  of  his  es¬ 
tate  was  placed  in  the  building  fund. 

In  a  report  to  the  congregation  on  January  1. 
1948,  Pastor  Driscoll  reported  that  there  were  now 
847  baptized,  645  confirmed,  and  440  communing 
members. 

In  December  of  1948  we  deviated  from  the  fif¬ 
ty  year  tradition  of  holding  a  Christmas  morning 
service,  and  held  a  “Vigil  of  the  Nativity”  on 
Christmas  eve.  Many  found  it  hard  to  change  their 
old  customs,  but  a  great  number  liked  the  midni  ght 
service. 

On  December  23,  1949,  St.  Mark’s  annovmeed 


that  the  Charles  L.  Ireland  home  at  308  N.  Jeffer¬ 
son  Street  had  been  purchased  from  the  Ireland 
heirs.  This  had  been  made  possible  by  the  gift  of 
$5,000.00  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Eugene  Ireland, 
former  members  who  wished  to  pay  tribute  to 
Mrs.  Ireland’s  mother,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bickford,  long 


Our  Present  Parsonage 

active  in  missionary  and  music  activities  in  St. 
Mark's,  and  to  Dr.  Snyder,  who  had  been  a  friend 
of  Mr.  C.  L.  Ireland.  The  parsonage  on  North  Mar¬ 
ket  Street  was  sold,  and  with  all  impprovements 
the  net  cost  of  the  new  parsonage  was  $1,500.00. 

The  Driscoll  family  moved  into  the  parsonage 
on  March  20,  1950.  A  church  office  had  been  made 
of  the  northwest  living  room.  A  part  time  secre¬ 
tary  was  needed  to  relieve  the  pastor  of  clerical 
duties;  Miss  Agnes  Pennell  held  that  office  the 
first  year,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Linser  succeeded  her, 
and  later  Mrs.  Robert  Bender  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Foreman. 

In  1951  improvements  around  the  church  were 
needed.  Painting,  rebuilding  the  south  basement 
stairs,  and  repairing  the  chimes  were  major  needs. 
Mr.  Frank  Giessler  headed  a  drive  and  a  sum  of 
$3,500.00  was  raised  to  meet  these  expenses.  The 
congregation  was  pleased  to  learn  that  the  work 
was  done  for  less  than  expected  and  the  balance 
put  into  the  improvement  fund. 

In  1952  a  Memorial  Building  Fund  was  started 
when  the  Fraylick  family  gave  money  in  memory 
of  Rachel  Swartout  Fraylick,  long  a  worker  in  the 
church.  The  fund  was  to  encourage  people  to  mem¬ 
orialize  friends  and  relatives  by  giving  to  a  fund 
for  building  a  new  addition.  During  the  year  and 
the  years  following,  the  sum  grew. 

In  May  of  1952  the  church  council  appointed  a 
survey  committee  to  study  the  needs  of  our  church 
to  examine  the  educational  units  of  other  churches, 
and  to  come  to  conclusions  which  would  aid  us  in 
starting  a  building  program.  Growing  numbers  of 
children  in  our  Sunday  School,  new  methods  of 
training  our  young  people,  and  a  need  for  more 
religious  education  brought  about  this  survey.  We 


must  credit  Pastor  Driscoll  with  the  foresight  in 
the  program.  The  committee  continued  to  work, 
but  by  1953  the  necessary  space  for  an  addition 
was  not  available,  and  for  the  time  being  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  at  a  standstill. 

In  the  summer  of  1952  Norman  Winteroff,  a 
middler  at  Hamma  Divinity  School,  came  to  be  the 
student  pastor  for  the  summer,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  pastor  of  some  of  the  summer  duties.  “Norm” 
took  part  in  the  Sunday  services,  helped  with  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School,  made  calls,  coached  the  ball 
team,  and  did  odd  jobs  about  the  church. 

Figures  for  1952  show  that  an  average  of  299 
attended  church  each  Sunday.  The  budget  for  1953 
was  to  be  $J7, 174.00.  There  were  1044  baptized 
members,  755  confirmed,  and  616  communing 
members. 

On  July  5,  1953,  the  First  Gnited  Lutheran 
Church  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  extended  a  call  to 
Pastor  Driscoll.  On  the  following  Sunday  he  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  of  accepting  the  call  and  sub¬ 
mitted  his  resignation  effective  July  31.  A  congre¬ 
gational  tea  for  the  pastor  and  his  family  was  held 
on  August  2. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  the  Driscolls  leave  us. 
4  he  pastor  had  given  us  new  things  to  think  about, 
many  of  which  we  have  mentioned.  He  had  intro¬ 
duced  some  modern  ideas  such  as  a  visual  aids  pro¬ 
gram.  He  had  inaugurated  the  two  services  on 
Sunday  mornings  for  the  summer  months.  Mrs. 
Driscoll  was  active  in  the  Women’s  Society,  and 
had  added  a  Mission  Study  program.  The  pastor 
was  active  in  the  community,  especially  in  the 
Ministerial  Association.  He  also  served  on  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Board. 

In  October  1953,  St.  Mark’s  Luther  League 
entertained  the  state  convention.  Richard  Giessler 
was  president  of  the  federation  and  Robert  Keith 
president  of  our  local  league.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Giessler  organized  the  convention,  assisted  by  the 
league  members  and  many  parents  and  friends. 
The  Rev.  E.  Maynard  Powell,  of  Hicksville,  Ohio, 
acted  as  pastor  advisor  for  this  conference. 

From  August  to  December  1953,  the  Rev.  W. 
M.  Hackenberg  of  Canton,  Ohio,  supplied  the  con¬ 
gregation.  We  appreciated  his  faithfulness,  guid¬ 
ance,  and  spiritual  interest  in  our  hour  of  need. 

In  December  of  1953,  the  Reverend  L.  David 
Miller,  associate  pastor  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  was  called  to  be 
our  pastor.  He  had  already  made  a  name  for  him¬ 
self  as  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on  church 
music  in  the  United  Lutheran  Church.  Both  Pastor 
and  Mrs.  Miller  had  written  numerous  articles  for 
publication.  We  felt  we  were  indeed  fortunate. 
Pastor  Miller  preached  his  first  sermon  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  in  an  impressive  setting,  and  assumed  his 
duties  on  the  first  of  January.  The  family  includ¬ 
ing  the  charming  Mrs.  Miller  and  daughters  Anita 
6,  and  Andrea,  18  months,  moved  into  a  renovated 


parsonage. 

'Impressive  music  during  the  Easter  seasons 
of  1954  and  1955  included  the  “Misereri”  by  Allegri, 
sung  by  the  pastor  and  the  choir  after  communion 
services  during  Holy  Week.  Candles  in  the  chancel 
and  in  the  nave  were  extinguished  as  the  music 
concluded,  leaving  darkness,  and  symbolizing  the 
meaning  of  the  crucifixion.  The  pastor  also  gave 
organ  recitals  during  Lent,  interpreting  colored 
slides  on  the  life  of  Christ. 

The  year  1954  was  destined  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  and  interesting  years  in  St.  Mark's 
history,  for  that  year  we  were  ninety  years  old !  A 
general  committee  was  appointed  to  work  out 
plans  for  a  year-long  observance  of  the  90th  anni¬ 
versary.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker  was  general  chair¬ 
man;  Frank  Giessler,  L.  J.  Mitchell,  G.  D.  Borch- 
ers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Sherman,  and  Pastor  and 
Mrs.  Miller  served  on  the  committee.  A  total  of 
ninety  members  of  the  congregation  worked  on 
sub-committees. 

Frank  Giessler  was  publicity  chairman,  and 
used  the  local  paper,  radio,  television,  and  out  of 
town  papers  to  tell  of  our  events.  L.  J.  Mitchell’s 
committee  on  historical  exhibits  asked  the  cooper¬ 
ation  of  church  members  and  friends  to  lend  clip¬ 
pings,  bulletins,  and  pictures  of  past  events  at  St. 
Mark’s.  A  “Special  Gifts”  committee  composed  of 
members  of  the  organizations  responsible  for  prop¬ 
erty,  such  as  the  Altar  Guild,  the  Trustees,  the 
Women’s  Society,  was  under  the  direction  of  R.  S. 
Oetzel.  The  interest  and  response  was  gratifying 
to  those  in  charge  of  this  phase  of  the  observance. 
The  “publications  committee”  issued  several  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  history  of  St.  Mark’s  in  our  bulletins. 
Miss  Jane  Fraylick,  chairman,  Mrs.  Dale  Martin, 
M  rs.  J.  W.  Spieker,  and  Miss  Agnes  Pennell  pre¬ 
pared  the  historical  data  for  that  history.  Donald 
Stirn  and  his  committee  with  Pastor  Miller  out¬ 
lined  the  special  services  which  would  be  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  90th  year. 

On  Sunday,  May  30,  1954,  special  memorial 
services  were  held  to  pay  tribute  to  the  founders 
of  the  church  and  to  deceased  leaders.  Recognition 
was  given  to  older  members  of  the  congregation, 
particularly  to  those  over  90  years  of  age  :  Mrs.  J. 
A.  Grant,  Mrs.  George  Germann,  and  Mrs.  John 
Shoop.  Pastor  Miller  spoke  of  the  subject,  “Girded 
With  a  Memory”,  which  was  so  impressive  that  he 
Avas  asked  to  use  this  sermon  again  as  one  of  his 
last  sermons  to  our  congregation.  Immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  church  service,  we  proceeded 
to  Woodland  Cemtery  for  a  memorial  service  at 
the  graves  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder,  and  placed 
flowers  there  in  loving  memory. 

Homecoming  Day,  October  24,  1954,  rvas  be¬ 
gun  in  the  Sunday  School  that  morning  Avhen  the 
pageant,  “Let  Your  Light  So  Shine"  Avas  present¬ 
ed.  Depicting  the  development  of  the  Sunday 
School,  it  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Dale  Martin,  Miss 
Helen  Bollenbacher,  Miss  Agnes  Pennell,  and  Mrs. 


Lowayne  Thomas.  Roger  Cobb  was  Sunday  School 
superintendent  at  that  time.  At  the  morning  church 
service,  Dr.  E.  Rudolph  Walborn  of  West  Carrol- 
ton,  Ohio,  Secretary  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  a 
son  of  St.  Mark’s,  Avas  the  guest  speaker,  using 
the  theme,  “The  Church’s  Strength”.  At  this  ser¬ 
vice,  gifts  to  the  church  which  had  been  given 
through  the  special  gifts  committee  Avere  dedicat¬ 
ed;  at  other  times  during  this  year,  too,  gifts  were 
presented  and  dedicated. 

At  12:30  o’clock  on  Homecoming  Day,  over 
400  members,  former  members,  and  friends  were 
present  for  dinner  at  the  Junior  Fair  Building.  In 
charge  of  arrangements  Avas  a  large  committee 
headed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Marsh  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elmer  Miller.  Rev.  EdAvard  D.  Driscoll  Avas 
the  guest  speaker  and  used  the  subject  “The  Won¬ 
ders  of  This  Sacred  Day”.  Letters  and  gifts  from 
out  of  toAvn  members  and  friends  were  acknow- 
ledged,  and  the  historical  exhibit  committee  had 
an  attractive  display  of  various  items  pertaining 
to  the  history  of  the  church.  A  free  Avill  offering 
Avas  taken  to  defray  expenses  of  the  dinner  and 
the  rental  of  the  building,  and  a  balance  of  nearly 
$90.00  Avas  put  into  the  New  Hymnal  Fund,  Avhich 
had  been  started  during  the  year. 

Musicales  presented  during  the  anniversary 
observance  included  an  Advent  cantata,  “Rejoice. 
Beloved  Christians”.  This  was  given  by  a  special 
choir  directed  by  Pastor  Miller  especially  for  this 
anniversary  year.  At  other  times  during  the  year, 
outside  groups  came  to  help  us  celebrate ;  the 
choir  of  Forest  Park  Methodist  Church  and  the 
choir  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  noth  of  Fort 
Wayne. 

As  a  part  of  the  90th  year,  the  Women’s  Soci¬ 
ety  presented  tAvo  skits  at  their  regular  meeting  in 
January,  1955.  “This  is  Our  Church”  was  the  pro¬ 
gram  theme,  and  the  script  Avas  written  by  Mrs. 
Luther  Carlo,  first  vice  president  of  the  society. 
The  first  part  of  the  program,  “Long,  Long.  Ago” 
was  done  in  an  old  time  setting  and  in  old  cos¬ 
tumes.  Activities  of  the  church  from  its  organiza¬ 
tion  in  1864  to  1922  were  depicted.  The  second  part 
gave  actual  highlights  of  our  church’s  activities 
since  1922.  Past  officers  of  the  Society  had  been 
sent  special  invitations  and  were  given  recognition. 

The  climax  of  this  year-long  celebration  came 
on  Cantate  Sunday,  May  8,  1955.  The  occasion 
marked  the  visit  of  Dr.  F.  Eppling  Reinartz,  then 
secretary  of  the  United  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  Pastor  Miller  had  served  under  him  at  Holy 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in  New  York  City.  Dr. 
Reinartz  spoke  before  an  audience  of  Lutherans 
and  friends  from  Western  Ohio  and  Eastern  Ind¬ 
iana.  The  service  Avas  held  in  Lincoln  Auditorium, 
and  Avas  broadcast  later  in  the  day  from  a  radio 
station  in  Fort  Wayne.  Music  for  the  afternoon 
Avas  by  the  Van  Wert  High  School  A  Cappella 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Herbert  Jones. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Miley,  President  of  Ohio  Synod,  was 
present  and  had  preached  at  the  morning  church 


service,  and  with  Rev.  David  S.  Witwer,  President 
of  Western  Conference,  participated  in  the  after¬ 
noon  program.  Our  90th  year  was  truly  a  year  of 
rededication :  we  reviewed  the  past,  surveyed  the 
present,  and  accepted  a  new  challenge  of  service. 

In  the  summer  of  1954,  a  long  active  member 
of  St.  Mark’s  passed  away,  Mr.  H.  H.  Ferguson, 
who  left  to  the  Trustees  of  St.  Mark’s  all  of  his 
real  estate.  Later  this  was  sold  with  the  approval 
of  the  congregation,  and  the  money  turned  into 
the  Building  Fund.  Mr.  C.  F.  Wassenberg  died  in 
August,  and  left  a  trust  fund  wherein  the  interest 
was  to  be  used  for  church  purposes.  The  previous 
year,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Vera  Woodruff  Wassenberg 
had  also  left  a  trust  fund  of  $5,000.00  to  be  used  to 
aid  young  men  who  are  studying  for  the  ministry. 

In  that  summer  we  again  had  a  student  assist¬ 
ant,  Richard  Frazier,  of  Zanesville,  a  freshman  at 
Hamma  Divinity  School.  All  liked  the  personality 
of  the  young  man,  and  welcomed  him  back  when 
he  assisted  Pastor  Miller  during  the  building  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  spring  of  1955.  In  the  spring  of  1954 
a  building  program  was  again  discussed,  f dr  the 
property  to  the  west  of  the  church  owned  By  the 
Swartout  heirs  was  now  available.  At  a  congrega¬ 
tional  meeting  in  July,  it  was  decided  to  pufthase 
this  property.  Various  subcommittees  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee  were  reactivated  for  study  of  the 
needs  of  the  church.  The  Swartout  property  be¬ 
came  the  St.  Mark’s  Parish  Hall  in  January,  1955. 
A  minimum  of  repairs  were  made  in  anticipation 
of  a  building  program.  Some  Sunday  School  class¬ 
es  were  moved  into  the  building  to  relieve  the 
crowded  conditions  in  the  church  building.  The 
church  office  was  moved  here  from  the  parsonage. 

At  the  January,  1955,  congregational  meeting, 
the  building  program  was  approved.  Pastor  Miller 
had  past  experience  in  campaigns  for  raising  mon¬ 
ey,  and  it  was  decided  that  he  could  organize  the 
plans  without  outside  help.  In  March  the  campaign 
under  the  leadership  of  R.  S.  Oetzel  was  underway. 
Many  took  part  in  the  drive,  and  all  felt  deeply  re¬ 
warded  at  the  success  of  their  work.  In  five  weeks 
$120,000.00  had  been  subscribed.  Members  of  the 
congregation  made  sacrificial  pledges  for  a  three 
year  period. 

The  yearly  report  of  January,  1955,  gave  a 
baptized  membership  of  1113,  confirmed  member¬ 
ship  of  788,  communing  membership  of  712.  Benev¬ 
olence  payments  to  the  synod  have  been  met  in  full 
for  the  last  fifteen  years.  This  year  the  total  ben¬ 
evolences  of  all  organizations  were  $10,555.00.  Op¬ 
erating  expenses  were  $22,166.69. 

One  of  the  innovations  during  Pastor  Miller’s 
time  was  to  divide  the  neighborhoods  in  the  city 
and  county  and  appoint  one  layman  as  the  ambas¬ 
sador.  These  men  were  to  hand  out  all  literature 
of  the  church  and  to  acquaint  his  neighbors  with 
all  that  was  doing  at  the  church.  The  children,  too. 
acted  as  little  ambassadors  to  get  the  children  out 
to  Sunday  School.  Special  meetings  were  planned 


for  the  young  people  by  Pastor  Miller.  “Under¬ 
standing  Our  Neighbor’s  Faith’’  was  a  series  of 
programs,  with  speakers  such  as  a  Catholic  organ¬ 
ist  and  a  Jewish  rabbi. 

On  June  5,  1955,  Richard  Heeter  assumed  the 
duties  of  an  assistant  pastor  on  a  part  time  basis. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Hamma  Divinity  School  and 
wished  to  continue  his  studies  by  entering  Law 
School  at  Ohio  Northern  University.  Although  he 
could  not  be  ordained  as  a  pastor  because  of  his 
part  time  status,  he  took  on  many  responsibilities 
especially  religious  education  programming. 

On  July  10,  1955,  Pastor  Mill  er  announced  to 
the  congregation  that  his  resignation  would  be¬ 
come  effective  on  August  31,  1955,  as  he  had  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  of  Director  of  the  School  of 
Music  of  Wittenberg  University.  In  his  resigna¬ 
tion  he  stated  that  he  firmly  believed  “that  my 
greatest  service  to  the  church  in  the  long  run  is  in 
the  field  of  church  music,  as  God  has  endowed  me 
with  certain  basic  talents  along  that  line.’’ 

In  the  last  month  of  his  pastorate,  Pastor  Mil¬ 
ler  was  asked  to  repeat  several  of  the  sermons 
which  the  ctirigregation  liked.  One,  “Girded  With 
a  Memory”  had  been  used  at  the  beginning  of  the 
90th  year  celebration;  another,  “The  Bells  of  St. 
Mark’s”,  had  been  one  of  a  series  concerning  the 
inscriptions  on  St.  Mark’s  bells.  Among  the 
thoughts  of  the  sermon  on  the  bells,  we  shall  ever 
remember  these  :  There  can  be  no  round  resonant 
tone  to  a  bell  unless  the  shape  is  symetrieal.  So  it 
is  with  men.  We  think  of  our  lives  as  a  triangle. 
God  is  the  base  of  the  triangle,  ourselves  one  side, 
and  others  the  third.  The  Christian  Church  must 
stand  on  God,  with  His  will  heard  instead  of  ours. 
The  overtones  of  the  bell  show  another  triangle  : 
mind,  will,  .and  heart,  and  the  heart  shows  best 
how  we  seek  the  kingdom  of  God.  God’s  love  is  at 
the  base  of  that  triangle,  too,  and  His  love  and 
mercy  start  the  bells  ringing  in  our  hearts.  “Not 
unto  us,  but  unto  Thy  name  be  the  praise.” 

On  Pastor  Miller’s  last  Sunday  in  Van  Wert, 
Holy  Communion  was  celebrated  as  it  was  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  his  pastorate.  That  evening,  Aug¬ 
ust  28.  1955,  over  two  hundred  friends  attended  a 
farewell  reception. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Hackenberg  was  our  supply  pastor 
again  in  the  fall  of  1955.  A  pastoral  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  a  new  pastor  for  St.  Mark’s. 
We  secured  the  Rev.  Herbert  S.  Games,  Jr.,  from 
Gabon,  Ohio.  Pastor  Games  had  attended  Witten¬ 
berg  University,  Ashland  College,  and  Gettysburg 
Seminary.  His  family  consisted  of  his  wife  Betty, 
and  three  sons,  Herbert,  Arthur,  and  Billy,  and 
they  filled  the  parsonage  on  North  Jefferson 
Street  with  activities.  The  spring  of  1956  saw  a 
new  monthly  bulletin  called  the  St.  Mark’s  Mes¬ 
senger,  with  articles  of  interest  about  our  church 
life.  A  seminarian  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Dud¬ 
ley  Neman,  worked  with  Pastor  Games  for  two 
months  that  summer.  Mrs.  Doyle  Duncan  became 


parish  worker  in  the  fall  of  1956.  helping  with  Sun¬ 
day  School  work,  the  office  work,  Vacation  Bible 
School,  and  other  classes.  In  March  of  1957  we 
were  privileged  to  present  the  Wittenberg  Choir, 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  L.  David  Miller. 

The  building  fund  continues  to  grow,  and  our 
plans  and  ideas,  too,  with  our  committees  working 
with  Mr.  Karl  Hoke,  of  Toledo,  architect.  In 
March  1956,  Rev.  Edward  S.  Frey,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Department  of  Church  Architecture,  U. 
L.  C.  A.,  met  with  our  committees  for  consulta¬ 
tion,  and  on  June  2,  1957,  a  congregational  meet¬ 
ing  authorized  the  council  to  proceed  with  the  new 
building,  with  a  sum  of  $175,000.00  to  be  expended. 
Final  plans  were  drawn,  and  bids  called  for,  hnd 
authority  was  given  to  place  a  contract  with  Hisey 
and  Bebout,  contractors  of  Van  Wert,  for  over 
$200,000.00.  The  first  step  was  the  tearing  down 
of  the  Swartout  house.  This  had  been  a  landmark 
on  North  Jefferson  Street,  and  had  been  started  in 
1874  and  finished  two  years  later.  The  first  owner 
of  the  house  was  Simon  Swineford,  whose  daugh¬ 
ter  Mary  Ann  was  later  married  to  O.  D.  Swar¬ 
tout,  and  their  daughter  Rachel,  her  husband 
Floyd  Fraylick,  and  their  four  children  became  the 
residents  of  this  home. 

The  initial  work  on  the  new  building  came  in 
the  winter  of  1957-1958,  and  on  Easter  Sunday, 
April  6,  1958,  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  was  a 
very  special  service.  Pastor  Games  placed  in  the 
copper  box  in  the  cornerstone  the  following :  Holy 
Bible,  Common  Service  ,  Book  and  Hymnal,  Luther- 
an  Service  Book  and  Hymnal,  copy  of  Times-Bul- 
letin,  April  4,  1958,  copy  of  the  Sunday  church  bul¬ 
letin,  copy  of  local  church  news  letter,  a  list  of 
members,  minutes  of  the  1957  Synod  of  Ohio,  a 
history  of  St.  Mark’s  Futheran  Church,  a  church 
bulletin  of  the  90th  anniversary,  The  Futheran, 
Futheran  Woman’s  Work,  list  of  the  Altar  Guild 
members,  list  of  the  officers  of  the  congregation, 
list  of  the  adult  members  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Assisting  in  the  service  were  the  junior  and  senior 
choirs,  acolytes  John  Bell  and  Bruce  Mihm.  Over 
500  members  and  friends  attended  the  ceremonies. 
It  was  a  wonderful  feeling  to  see  our  new  building 
take  shape  that  summer.  The  Building  Fund  was 
growing,  but  a  mortgage  was  placed  with  the 
Futheran  Mutual  Fife  Insurance  Co.  for  $45,000.00 
to  complete  our  payments  to  the  contractor. 

January  18,  1959,  was  a  Sunday  long  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  for  the  new  building  stood  ready  and 
waiting.  That  day  we  dedicated  it  to  God  in  a  spec¬ 
ial  service  held  at  10:00  A.  M.  The  message  of  the 
day  was  given  by  Dr.  Herbert  W.  Veler,  president 
of  the  Synod  of  Ohio.  Pastor  Games  and  Richard 
Giessler,  a  member  of  the  congregation  and  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Hamma  Divinity  School,  served  as  litur- 
gists.  Special  music  was  given  by  the  combined 
choirs,  directed  by  Charles  Atkinson  and  Mrs. 
James  Grant.  The  dedication  service  followed  the 
morning  worship,  and  the  pastors  proceeded  to  the 
entrance  to  the  Parish  House,  cutting  the  ribbons 


Our  New  Parish  House 


there  to  symbolize  the  opening  of  the  Parish 
House.  That  afternoon  an  open  house  and  recep¬ 
tion  were  held,  with  officers  and  teachers  greet¬ 
ing  the  visitors  and  showing  the  new  building. 

In  September  1958,  St.  Mark’s  dedicated  our 
new  hymn  books  and  service  books,  and  began  to 
use  the  new  liturgical  setting  for  our  worship. 
Many  of  these  hymnals  were  provided  by  gifts 
from  individuals  and  from  groups  in  the  church. 

The  interest  of  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Games  in 
youth  work  was  reflected  by  the  active  participa¬ 
tion  and  growth  of  the  Senior  Luther  League. 
Many  young  people  took  part  in  its  leadership  and 
in  the  complete  program  of  the  Luther  League. 
This  included  regular  meetings,  District  Retreats, 
annual  State  Conventions  at  Wittenberg  Univer¬ 
sity,  summer  camp  at  Lakeside,  Ohio,  hayrides, 
caroling  and  many  special  projects.  The  young 
people  now  have  a  Youth  Choir  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  James  Grant,  and  sing  at  the  early 
service  each  Sunday.  All  their  activities  were  in¬ 
terwoven  with  Christian  spirit,  responsibilities, 
and  fellowship. 

In  July,  1961,  Pastor  Games  received  a  call  to 
become  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church  in 
Alliance,  Ohio.  His  farewell  sermon  was  given  on 
July  30,  and  a  reception  in  honor  of  him  and  his 
family  was  held  that  evening. 

With  the  help  of  Dr.  Herbert  Veler,  president 
of  Ohio  Synod,  and  our  pulpit  committee,  the  Rev. 
Lester  M.  Utz  became  the  new  pastor  for  St. 
Mark’s,  and  was  formally  installed  on  November 
19,  1961.  Pastor  Utz  was  a  graduate  of  Gettysburg 
Seminary,  has  a  degree  of  Master  of  Sacred  Theol¬ 
ogy  from  there,  and  a  degree  of  Master  of  Educa¬ 
tion  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  He  came 
to  Van  Wert  from  Wichita,  Kansas.  He  and  Mrs. 
Utz  have  three  children,  Paul,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
U,  S.  Air  Force,  Catherine,  married  and  living  in 
Pittsburgh,  Penna.,  and  Mary  Louise,  a  student  in 
college. 


On  Palm  Sunday,  April  15,  1962,  the  financing 
of  our  new  Parish  House  had  its  final  chapter,  the 
burning  of  the  mortgage !  This  was  another  day  of 
rejoicing,  and  praising  God  for  His  support.  Many 
faithful  people  of  St.  Mark’s  gave  of  their  time 
and  their  financial  support  to  make  this  parish 
house  possible.  This  final  debt  was  paid  in  full  in 
three  years  instead  of  ten  years,  thus  saving  over 
$5,000.00  in  interest.  Two  sons  of  our  congrega¬ 
tion,  Dr.  E.  Rudolph  Walborn,  secretary  of  the 
Ohio  Synod,  and  Richard  Giessler,  student  at  Ham- 
ma  Divinity  School,  participated  with  us  in  this 
ceremony  of  burning  the  mortgage.  Final  plant¬ 
ings  of  shrubbery,  and  new  walks  in  front  of  the 
church  were  completed  in  1963. 

Sunday,  June  24,  1962,  was  celebrated  at  the 
25th  Anniversary  of  the  Ordination  of  Pastor  Utz, 
with  a  special  church  service.  In  July,  1962,  Pastor 
and  Mrs.  Utz  attended  the  organizing  convention 
of  the  new  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  held  in 
Detroit.  This  was  the  merger  of  the  U.  L.  C.  A., 
the  Augustana  Lutheran  Church,  the  Evangelical 
Lutherans,  and  the  Suomi  Synod.  The  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  became  our  national  body  as 
of  January  1,  1963. 

The  Women’s  Society  of  St.  Mark’s  has  been 
quite  active,  and  presidents  during  the  last  years 
have  included  Mrs.  C.  H.  Marsh,  Mrs.  Marcile 
Borden,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Akom,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Spieker, 
Mrs.  Luther  Carlo,  Mrs.  Lowayne  Thomas,  Miss 
Marcia  Crow,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Giessler.  We  be¬ 
came  a  part  of  Lutheran  Church  Women,  the  nati¬ 
onal  auxiliary  of  L.  C.  A.,  and  adopted  a  new  con¬ 
stitution  which  was  approved  by  L.  C.  W.  as  of 
June,  1963.  Our  Men’s  Brotherhood  is  now  a  part 
of  Lutheran  Church  Men. 

Richard  A.  Giessler,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Giessler,  was  ordained  at  St.  Mark’s  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  January  20,  1963.  A  bitter  cold  even¬ 
ing,  the  church  was  filled  to  witness  this  import¬ 
ant  event  in  the  life  of  one  of  our  members  and  in 
the  life  of  our  congregation.  Dr.  Veler,  president 
of  Synod,  Pastor  E.  D.  Driscoll,  who  had  confirmed 
Richard  here  at  St.  Mark’s,  and  Pastor  Henry  W. 
Snyder,  Jr.  of  Bethlehem,  Penna.,  under  whom 
Richard  had  served  a  year  of  internship  and  who 
gave  the  sermon,  were  with  us  for  this  service. 
Pastor  Giessler  will  graduate  at  the  May  com¬ 
mencement  of  Hamma  Divinity  School,  and  has 
accepted  a  call  to  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church, 
Springfield,  Ohio.  He  is  married  and  has  a  baby 
daughter. 

Special  bequests  to  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran 
Church  for  these  years,  1962-1963,  included  a  mem¬ 
orial  from  Mrs.  Bertha  Garn  for  $750.00,  and  the 
sale  of  the  Rumpf  Building  which  grossed  over 
$1,800.00. 

We  were  pleased  to  present  the  Hamma  Div¬ 
inity  School  Choir  for  one  of  our  Tri-Lenten  ser¬ 
vices  in  March,  1963.  In  April  our  Women’s  Society 
was  hostess  for  the  Northwest  District  Assembly 
of  Lutheran  Church  Women  of  Ohio. 

This  year  one  of  the  youth  activities  of  the 
church  also  celebrates  an  anniversary,  with  thirty 
years  of  continuous  operation,  our  Boy  Scout 


1  roop  34.  1  he  present  troop  was  reorganized  in 
1934  by  Paul  Wyandt.  The  committeemen  then 
were  B.  Kinkley,  chairman,  G.  D.  Borchers,  and 
W.  C.  Linser.  Mr.  Wyandt  served  as  Scoutmaster 
for  the  next  twelve  years.  St.  Mark’s  had  spon¬ 
sored  a  Scout  Troop  a  couple  times  prior  to  1934. 
An  earlier  record  for  1926  shows  the  following 
men  active  in  the  work:  Fred  Estes,  A.  J.  Gunsett, 
Ralph  Rucklos,  Ray  A.  Walther,  Scoutmaster,  and 
Howard  Draving  assistant  Scoutmaster.  In  1932, 
Eugene  Gorrell  was  Scoutmaster  and  G.  F.  Keil 
assistant,  and  the  committee :  Pastor  E.  E.  Sny¬ 
der,  chairman,  G.  M.  Brown,  C.  C.  Bell,  and  G.  D. 
Borchers.  Later  Mr.  Keil  served  a  number  of  years 
as  chairman  of  the  committee.  Since  those  early 
years  many  men  of  St.  Mark’s  have  helped  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  Boy  Scout  program  for  our  youth  and  for 
other  boys  of  the  community.  The  Scouting  pro¬ 
gram  is  developed  on  the  principles  of  a  boy’s  duty 
to  God,  to  Country,  and  to  others.  St.  Mark’s  has 
also  sponsored  a  Cub  Pack  for  ten  years.  This  also 
helps  to  build  character  and  citizenship. 

We  find  a  silver  anniversary  in  our  history 
for  this  year,  as  Miss  Herma  Miller  has  served  as 
our  Benevolence  Secretary  for  twenty-five  years. 
We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  her  able 
and  faithful  service  to  St.  Mark’s. 

In  December,  1963,  Pastor  Utz  accepted  a  call 
to  Holmes  Beach,  Florida,  and  gave  his  final  ser¬ 
mon  on  December  29,  1963.  May  God’s  richest 
blessings  follow  him  and  Mrs.  Utz  as  they  contin¬ 
ue  their  ministry  in  His  service. 

During  the  spring  of  1964  we  have  been  for¬ 
tunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Pastor  Marlin 
Drake,  of  the  Convoy  church,  for  the  Lenten  sea¬ 
son  and  for  advice  and  special  services.  The  cate¬ 
chetical  classes  have  been  instructed  by  Mr.  F.  R. 
Germann,  and  confirmation  service  will  be  held  on 
Pentecost  Sunday,  May  17,  with  Dr.  E.  Rudolph 
Walborn  officiating.  In  January,  1964,  a  pulpit 
committee  was  named  to  secure  a  new  pastor  for 
St.  Mark’s.  Many  visitations  were  made,  and  on 
April  5,  1964,  a  trial  sermon  was  given  at  St. 
Mark’s,  by  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Snyder,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  Holy  Trinity  Church  at  Bethlehem,  Penna.  Our 
call  extended  to  Pastor  Snyder  has  been  accepted, 
and  he  will  become  our  pastor  this  summer.  Mrs. 
Snyder  is  a  teacher,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  a 
daughter. 

The  year  1964  finds  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran 
Church  in  its  100th  year  of  service  to  its  people. 
We  have  been  led  like  Abraham,  to  sojourn  in  the 
land  of  promise,  and  to  look  for  the  city  of  God. 
Our  church’s  one  Foundation  has  been  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord.  This  has  truly  been  a  century  of 
God’s  blessing.  We  have  looked  to  the  past  as  a 
reminder  of  the  trials  and  sacrifices  of  our  fathers. 
The  celebrations  of  this  year  have  been  filled  with 
fellowship  and  rejoicing.  The  future  is  indeed  a 
challenge,  to  be  met  with  courage  and  planning. 
We  shall  seek  God’s  will  and  His  guidance,  and 
shall  ever  go  forward  in  His  kingdom.  As  our  big 
bell  is  inscribed,  so  shall  we  always  say, 

“Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us, 

But  unto  Thy  name  be  the  praise.’’ 


The  Anniversary  Committee 


Seated,  left  to  right:  Frank  Giessler,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Todd,  Miss  Marcia  Crow,  Pastor  Utz,  Mrs.  Paul 
Way  mire,  Miss  Agnes  Pennell,  F.  R.  Germann. 

Standing,  left  to  right:  Arthur  Paulsen,  Clarence  Todd,  Paul  Wyandt,  Leo  Pollock,  Richard 
Morgan  III,  Paul  Doner. 


The  Church  Council--1963 
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Seated,  left  to  right:  Paul  Bashore,  Arthur  Bauer,  Pastor  Utz,  Robert  Stepleton, 
John  Wermer,  Dale  Martin. 

Standing,  left  to  right:  Truman  Martin,  Clarence  Todd,  Richard  Morgan  III,  Leo 
Pollock,  John  Sigler,  Paul  Waytnire,  Ira  Redlinger. 


The  Church  Council-1964 


Seated,  left  to  right:  John  Wermer,  Arthur  Bauer,  Paul  Bashore,  Paul  Wyandt, 
Dale  Martin. 

Standing,  left  to  right:  Frank  Giessler,  Bernard  Sterrett,  Earle  Nash,  Eugene 
Haller,  Paul  Doner,  Clarence  Todd. 

Absent:  John  Sigler. 


The  Chancel  Choir 


Left  to  right:  Robert  Stepleton,  Walter  Dunham,  Eugene  Haller,  Clair  Weeder,  Anita 
Weeder,  Berta  Haller,  Violette  Thomas,  Jean  Cobb,  Nancy  Warden,  Lela  Laemmle, 
Jane  Grant,  Jay  Hall,  director,  Joyce  English,  Grace  Moore,  Nancy  Stepleton,  Carolyn 
Hall,  Opal  Dunham,  Lola  Ries,  Sharon  Weeder,  Marilyn  Weeder,  William  Collins,  Jack 
Stetler,  Roger  Cobb,  William  Ries. 

The  Youth  Choir 


Left  to  right:  Molly  Martin,  Donna  Cobb,  Kathy  Haller,  Noreen  Hall,  Ann  Martin,  Janet 
Blake,  Miriam  Bashore,  Susan  Foreman,  Diane  Comer,  Sheryl  Smith,  Cathy  Foreman, 
Mrs.  Jane  Grant,  Elizabeth  Morgan,  Gayetta  Gamble,  Marcia  Ries,  Lyda  Morgan,  Helen 
Fowler,  Gretchen  Roebke,  Barbara  Rice,  Susan  Cobb,  David  Hyre,  Phil  Duncan,  Bruce 
Hoverman,  Bill  Collins. 
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The  Sunday  School 

Superintendent  ------  Charles  Tomlinson 

Associate  Superintendent  -  -  -  -  -  Marvin  Brubaker 

Secretary  -------  Darlene  Thatcher 

Assistant  Secretary  ------  Sharon  Weeder 

Treasurer  •  ••••>--  John  Diener 

Cradle  Roil  =  -  =  =  ****  Hernia  Miller 

XiirSify  Department  Mr§.  Charles  Totllliilson,  Mrs.  Calvin  Huffine, 

Janet  Doner,  Mrs.  John  Diener 

Beginners  Department  Mrs.  Arthur  Bauer,  Mrs.  James  Hillery,  Mrs.  Don¬ 
ald  Kaiser 

Mrs.  Frank  Giessler,  Mrs.  Walter  Putman,  Jr., 
Marcia  Crow,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Arn,  Susan  Haller, 
David  Hyre,  Barry  Thatcher,  Mrs.  Edward  White. 
Marjorie  Ries 

Mrs.  John  Steinmetz,  Helen  Bollenbacher,  Gret- 
chen  Roebke,  Marilyn  Weeder,  Don  Fennig,  Art¬ 
hur  Bauer,  Janis  Richey 

Zaryl  Stamford,  Larry  Zielke 

Milo  Wyandt 

Walter  Dunham 

F.  R.  Germann,  Paul  Wyandt 

Mrs.  Paul  Doner 


Primary  Department 

Junior  Department 

Seventh 
Eighth 
High  School 
Adult  Department 
Home  Department 


Lutheran  Church  Men 

President  --------  Arthur  Paulsen 

Vice  President  -------  Frank  Giessler 

Secretary  --------  Peter  Brown 


Treasurer 


Clarence  Grubaugh 


Lutheran  Church  Women 


President  -------  Mrs.  Frank  Giessler 

First  Vice  President  _____  Mrs.  Lowayne  Thomas 

Second  Vice  President  _____  Mrs.  Paul  Waymire 

Secretary  -------  Mrs.  H.  D.  Underwood 

Treasurer  ______  Miss  Flelen  Bollenbacher 

Faith  and  Life  Chairman  -  -  -  -  Miss  Agnes  Pennell 

Outreach  and  Fellowship  _____  <Mrs.  Ira  Redlinger 


Christian  Action 

Mrs.  Walter  Putman,  Jr. 

Senior  Luther  League 

President  -  -  - 

David  Hyre 

Vice  President 

-----  Bruce  Hoverman 

Secretary  -  -  - 

Molly  Martin 

Treasurer  -  -  - 

Philip  Duncan 

Committee  -  -  - 

Lyda  Morgan,  Scott  Niswonger, 

David  Price 

Altar  Guild 

President  - 

Mrs.  Eugene  West 

Vice  President 

Mrs.  Dale  Martin 

Secretary  -  -  - 

Mrs.  Eugene  Foreman 

Treasurer  -  -  - 

Mrs.  Eugene  Haller 

Members  -  -  - 

Mrs.  Paul  Waymire,  Mrs.  Clifford  Young, 
Mrs.  John  Wermer,  Mrs.  Robert  Lininger, 
Mrs.  Carl  Fogt,  Mrs.  Lowayne  Thomas, 

Mrs.  Leroy  Comer,  Mrs.  Roger  Lininger 

1964  CONFIRMATION  CLASS 

WITH  F.  R.  GERMANN,  INSTRUCTOR 


First  Row,  from  left  to  right :  Robert  Rhoades,  Terre  Diener,  Dennis  Ireland,  Marc  Rucklos, 
Deborah  Speakman,  Terry  Hammond.  David  Cobb. 

Second  Row:  Ann  Martin,  Elizabeth  Morgan,  Robert  Keysor,  Dave  Lape,  Scott  Pollock, 
Karen  Poling,  Maureen  Schaefer. 

Third  Row:  David  Bashore,  Richard  Lininger,  Michael  Manken,  Richard  Davis,  Mark  Fish¬ 
er,  Diane  White,  Janet  Blake. 
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The  Anniversary  Committee  hereby  expresses  its 
appreciation  to  Miss  Agnes  Pennell  for  her  untir¬ 
ing  efforts  in  research,  composition,  and  editorial 
arrangement  of  this  Anniversary  Book. 


